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Safe Work Instruction

Managing COVID-19 on Macquarie Vessels
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When completing this task, you must:

Wear enclosed footwear

Wear the provided disposable gloves

when refueling vessel or vehicle
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Approval and Competencies
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· Approval from the Boating Manager
· Signed page 2 of this document
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Resources required

COVID Tub containing:

· Disposable nitrile gloves
· Detergent
· Dettol spray disinfectant
· Hand sanitiser
· Ziplock rubbish bags
· Chux cleaning cloth
· Permanent marker (for labelling)
Also required:

· Personal pen
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Instructions


Pre-Fieldwork

· Does any participant currently have a cough, sore or scratchy throat, shortness of breath, loss of smell, loss of taste, runny nose, muscle pain, joint pain, diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting or loss of appetite? (Only proceed if the response is no).

· Has any participant, to the best of their knowledge, been in contact with anyone with a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days? (Only proceed if the response is no).

· Are all the above resources present and available, so that the vessel and vehicle can be appropriately cleaned? (Only proceed if the response is yes).

During Fieldwork

· Maintain social distancing of 1.5m between crew.

· Towing vehicle: Clean all touch areas on the external of the vehicle using the provided detergent and water. Then disinfect all touch areas on the towing vehicle prior to use, with the provided spray disinfectant. This includes all door handles on cab and tray, steering wheel, handbrake, gear lever, keys, indictor and wiper control, seat belt buckle, fuel card, vehicle log and personal pen.

· Vessel: Clean all hard surfaces of the vessel that are likely to be touched using the provided detergent and add water. Then disinfect all touch areas using the provided spray disinfectant, on the vessel and trailer prior to use. This includes winch post, winch handle, safety shackles, grab rails, cleats, steering wheel, gear/throttle lever and tilt button, auxiliary engine tiller and gear lever, engine keys, helm locker latch, bow hatch handle, rear door, ladder, ratchet strap handle, trailer hitch and fuel card.
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· PFDs should be carefully sprayed with disinfectant and wiped dry. Individuals should be assigned a PFD for the duration of the fieldwork.

· When refueling the vessel or tow vehicle, use the provided disposable gloves to avoid contact with bowser. Gloves are to be disposed of at the fuel station and hands are to be washed or sanitized after glove removal.

· Maximum persons allowed on Sea Wasp and Pelagica is two (unless there is an on-water emergency situation).

· Ensure there is no shared equipment between crew. All equipment should be appropriately labelled or identified to avoid shared contact. For example, personal bags, water bottles, personal pen and notebook.

· On-water duties should be assigned by the master to ensure no tasks overlap with individuals and social distancing rules can be maintained. Consider using gloves for anchoring and berthing, if these tasks are shared between crew.

· Take measures to minimize community contact when on fieldwork. For example, bring lunch and water from home.

· If it is an overnight fieldtrip. Repeat the pre-fieldwork section above daily.

Post-Fieldwork and Debrief

· Towing vehicle: Disinfect all touch areas on the towing vehicle after use.

· Vessel: Disinfect all touch areas on the vessel and trailer after use.

· Do not refuel vessel.

· Debrief with the crew on lessons learnt

· Report any irregularities and debrief with the Boating Manager.

· Complete the Field Friendly debrief


Other related procedures and supporting documents


· This Safe Work Instruction must always be in the possession of the fieldwork party during fieldwork.

· All participants involved with the boating tasks should read and understand this document.

· This document is in addition to other safety documents for the vessel, including the Standard Operating Procedures and Safety Management System.

· Sea Wasp and Pelagica safety documents: https://wiki.mq.edu.au/display/dbsag/Boating
· Maximum persons allowed on Sea Wasp and Pelagica at any time is two (unless there is an on-water emergency situation).

· If a fieldworker begins showing signs and symptoms of COVID-19, stop fieldwork immediately and follow the procedure in your COVID-safe Emergency Response Plan.

· If a proposed activity exposes an individual to close contact with another person (defined as 15 minutes exposure cumulative over a week within 1.5m of another individual), then specific risk management will be required for the task.
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