c.ii.

Intervention: Story Retelling


Target: 

· To improve reading comprehension and recall of information by providing practice in verbal rehearsal of story materials.

Materials needed:

· Paper copies of story outline, one per student (see figure 2)

Implementation:

1. Calculate percent correct scores on reading comprehension skill exercises, end of story tests, and/or end of unit tests for 5 to 10 days or for several weeks for selected students (or selected reading groups).

2. Tell the students that they will be learning a new and exciting way to understand and remember more about what they read.  For the four training sessions, assign students to pairs, matching students with similar levels of reading performance.

3. Tell them that they will be reading a passage and picking out the important ideas in that passage.

4. Have students read the assigned passage silently.

5. Give them copies of the story outline, review it with them, and have them complete it.

6. After students complete the outline, have them work in pairs to retell, “all the important ideas in the story” to their partners, as if their partners had never read the story.  Give each member of the pair a turn at retelling the story.

7. For the first two training sessions, guide students in completing the outline.  Provide help if needed for the third session but have the students complete the outline alone for the fourth session.  Then have them work in pairs to retell the story as described above.

8. Reverse the order of retelling for the partners over the four training sessions.

9. To evaluation students’ progress, compare percent correct on reading comprehension skill exercises, end of story tests, and/or end of unit tests for selected students (or selected reading groups) after implementation.

Tips for Implementation:

· Use the outlines and paired retelling format to improve comprehension in content areas, such as social studies and science.  Substitute the word “passage” for “story” in the outlines.

FIGURE 2: MY STORY RETELLING OUTLINE

Directions: Write down what you think are the most important ideas and supporting details in the story you have just read.  Be prepared to retell all the important ideas from the story to your partner as if your partner has never read the story.
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Second Important Idea: 
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Third Important Idea: 
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Fourth Important Idea: 
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