Story-Mapping Training

(Idol and Croll, 1987)
For graphic organizers try http://www.balancedreading.com/graphorg.pdf
Background and Research Question

Lorna Idol and Valerie J. Croll examined the effectiveness of a story-mapping strategy with five intermediate-level students with learning disabilities. The students were assessed on a variety of measures, including ten explicit and implicit comprehension questions, story retelling length, comparisons of story retelling responses to comprehension question answers, standardized reading tests, generalization probes, and listening comprehension tests. All students improved on most of the measures.

Translating Research Into Practice

1. 
Establish baseline. Have students read a story orally. Monitor reading accuracy and    rate. Have students retell the story from memory. Then ask the following questions and  have the students respond orally.

	Comprehension Questions
· Who was the story about? Or, who were the main characters?

· Were there other important people in the story? Who?

· When did the story take place

· Where did the story take place?

· What did ____ (important person) want (or want to do?) Or, what was the problem in the story?

· What did ____ do to try to get what she or he wanted? Explain. Or, how did ____ try to solve the problem?

· Did ____ get what he or she wanted? Explain. Or, was the problem solved? Explain.

· What lessons did the story try to tell you?

· Was the end a surprise? Explain. Or, could there have been a different ending?




1. Familiarize students with the story map prior to reading a story selection. (See next page for outline of story-mapping components.) As a student reads, stop the student at a point when the information pertains to each story-map component. Ask students to identify which component had been read. Provide the correct response if a student responds incorrectly.

3. 
When a component has to be inferred from the text, show student the pertinent  information from which to derive it.

4.
Have students independently complete the details of the story map. Prompt when  necessary.

MY STORY MAP
NAME _______________________________________  DATE ___________________

TITLE _________________________________________________________________

	The Setting—

    Characters:                                            Time:                                 Place:




	The Problem—




	The Goal—




	Action—




	The Outcome—
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