Hamlet Scene Re-write Project

You will need to form groups ranging from 2 – 6 people, or if you choose, you may complete the activity individually using one of the soliloquies.  Below you will find the scenes from which you may choose and instructions for completing the project.  You will need to pick a scene and/or form your group based on the number of actors in the scene.  For example – if you are in a group of three you could re-write a portion of Act I Scene 2.

You will have limited class time to work on re-writing the scene, gathering props, building your background, and rehearsing; therefore, I cannot stress the following enough:

1. Pick your groups carefully; make sure you are partners with students you trust to complete their portion of the work.

2. Begin working on the assignment as soon as possible.

3. DO NOT wait until the day before your performance to get your props, background, and script ready.

4. Allow yourself some time for rehearsal.  If you need to, you are more than welcome to meet in my room during seminar to rehearse. 

5. You DO need to rehearse your performance more than once.

6. HAVE FUN 

The Assignment

1. Each group will select a scene (use your Hamlet booklet for the original script), paraphrase, and re-write it in a dialect different from the Middle English of Shakespeare’s time.
2. Possible styles:
A. Cowboy Hamlet
B. Hippie Hamlet
C. Latino Hamlet
D. Homeboy Hamlet
E. Hillbilly Hamlet
F. Valley Girl Hamlet
G. Glee Hamlet
H. Your choice; use your imagination - Be original and creative!!
3. After doing the re-write, each group will rehearse and then perform the scene for the class.   
* Please note, I will be videotaping the performances
Minimum Requirements:

· Scene must be paraphrased into a different dialect, but the plot/main ideas of the scene must remain intact and consistent with what is presented in the real Hamlet
· Each group must use at least two props (more are encouraged) - costumes do not count as props
· A typed script must be submitted to me via e-mail (english2@389ks.org) no later than the day before your scheduled performance and should be submitted ASAP
· You do NOT have to memorize your lines; however, if you constantly read from your script and never look at the audience, your performance grade will be affected.  I encourage you to memorize your lines prior to performance day if at all possible
· Each line in the original scene MUST be paraphrased in your re-write.  In other words, you can’t leave anything out.  If Hamlet speaks six times in the original, he must speak six times in your version. 
· At least four stage directions (if not applicable to your scene, come see me)
Possible Scenes
One Person

Act III Scene 1 – Hamlet:  “To be or not to be . . .” soliloquy 

Two People

Act I Scene 5 – Ghost and Prince Hamlet:  Ghost revealing his murder

Act III Scene 1 – Hamlet and Ophelia:  Breaking up

Act IV Scene 5 – Laertes and Ophelia:  Ophelia has gone mad.  Make believe flowers.  (Could also be used with 3 or 4 people)

Act IV Scene 7 – Laertes and Claudius:  Plotting against Hamlet

Three People

Act I Scene 2 – Claudius, Hamlet, and Gertrude:  Hamlet’s request to return to France. 

Act I Scene 3 – Laertes, Ophelia, and Polonius:  Laertes leaving for college, warning Ophelia against falling in love with Hamlet

Act III Scene 4 – Gertrude, Hamlet, and Polonius:  Polonius’ murder

Four People
Act I Scene 1 – Barnardo, Francisco, Marcellus, and Horatio standing duty

Act II Scene 2 – Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, and Hamlet:  Polonius spies on Hamlet

Six People
Act V Scene 2 – Osric, Claudius, Hamlet, Laertes, Gertrude, Horatio:  The grand finale sword match

** Please download the Script template from the English II website (www.usd389.net → Subject areas → English II →Script Template) **

Group member’s names

Mrs. Lujan

English II - _____ Hour

Due Date (performance date)


Act 1 Scene 5 – Hillbilly Hamlet

SALLY JO: SUUUUUUEEEEEE!!!!!
HILLBILLY JANE:  What in God’s name?
SALLY JO:  Sally Jo, my sweet daughter. Come hither!
HILLBILLY JANE: Gee Wilikers! You scared me ma! Are you a… a…. a…. ghost?
SALLY JO:  You bet your pretty britches I am.

HILLBILLY JANE:  I’ll be darned… What do you need Ma?

SALLY JO:  I just wanted to make sure your okay, I sure do miss ya.  Whaddya say we dance to the “Hoedown Throwdown” for ole times sake?

HILLBILLY JANE:   YEEHAWWWWW! Hit the music!

(Dance)

SALLY JO:  Now it’s time to get serious… I got some top secret information for ya.  You gots ta promise to keep it on the down low.

HILLBILLY JANE:  Tell me what in carnation is going on ma! 

SALLY JO:  Now what I’m bout ta tell ya will put your panties in a bunch?

HILLBILLY JANE:  Mama say what?

SALLY JO:  I ain’t dead because of some “accident”  

HILLBILLY JANE:  You died on purpose? Well that was dumb.

SALLY JO:  No, I was murdered ya ding bat!

HILLBILLY JANE:  Oh ma, tell me all about it this supposed murder.
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Use the act and scene number for the scene you are performing followed by your title as the full title





Speaker name in ALL CAPS





Stage directions, italicized and in parenthesis








