Research Paper Outline Template

I. Introduction
a. Attention Grabber: directly relate the hook to your topic, make the hook catch the reader’s attention (Can be a surprising statistic, a rhetorical question, an anecdote or a summary of a fact)
b. Background Information: give a brief history of your topic and explain its importance
c. Lead into Thesis: a transition sentence(s) that links the background information to your thesis
d. Thesis: breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience. (May be more than 1 sentence.)
II. Body
a. Topic Sentence 1 (Point)
i. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from note cards + In-text citation
ii. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
iii. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from note cards + In-text citation
iv. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
v. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
b. Topic Sentence 2 (Point)
i. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from note cards + In-text citation
ii. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
iii. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from note cards + In-text citation
iv. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
v. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
c. Topic Sentence 3 (Point)
i. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from note cards + In-text citation
ii. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
iii. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from note cards + In-text citation
iv. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
v. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
III. Conclusion
a. Summarize/Synthesize: a summary sentence(s) that declares a wrap-up of concepts to begin this paragraph.
b. Restate Thesis: restate the thesis
c. Final Suggestion/Evaluation
IV. Reference page in alphabetical order by last name. See APA/MLA format online and note examples from previous class materials (videos) and samples. Remember to cite all of your references in the body of your text following a summary, paraphrase, borrowed concept (idea) or quote. Use transition words and phrases where necessary. Finally, avoid cliches in academic writing - Resource 1, Resource 2, Resource 3 and Resource 4.

