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Introduction

In January 2013 the Department for Education produced statutory guidance for local authorities entitled Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs  From September 2013 local authorities are expected to have regard to the  statutory guidance when carrying out their duty to arrange suitable full-time education (or part-time when appropriate for the child’s needs) for children who are unable to attend a mainstream or special school because of their health. The duty applies to all children and young people who would normally attend mainstream schools, including Academies, Free Schools, independent schools and special schools, or where a child is not on the roll of a school. It applies equally whether a child cannot attend school at all or can only attend intermittently. 

The Local Authority is not expected to become involved in arrangements where the child is able to attend school with some support; where the school has made arrangements to deliver suitable education outside of school for the children or when there are arrangements in place for the child to be educated in a hospital on on-site hospital school.

The principles behind the request for Home tuition are as follows:

· It will in all cases be the starting expectation that the school in question is responsible for securing the delivery of education to pupils on its roll.  The school will be expected to demonstrate why it is not able to make suitable provision for the child in question from its resources.

· All referrals are ratified by The Redbridge Inclusion Panel. Referrals must be accompanied by evidence from a medical practitioner; the supervising consultant or specialist, or member of a Child and Mental Health Services team (CAMHS) where the child is receiving Tier Three intervention, in which the family and child are engaging. The evidence should clarify why education outside school is appropriate and identify, in appropriate circumstances, a potential reintegration plan.

· A child unable to attend school because of health needs must not be removed from the school register without parental consent. Continuity is important for children and knowing that they can return to their familiar surroundings and school friends can help their recovery and their education progress.

· Each child will have a personal education plan which will be agreed with parents, the school and relevant medical and other professionals.

· In deciding whether to allocate Home Tuition the Redbridge Inclusion panel, which is an inter-agency panel, considers the following criteria:

· All attempts should be made to support young people in mainstream education where possible.

· Home Tuition should normally be reserved for young people with serious illnesses which may include an anxiety related disorder or, injury that prevent them accessing their school. 

· Home tuition is not an optimal long-term provision for young people, including those with mental health difficulties or with statements of Special Educational Need.

· Home tuition should be a time-limited component of a Children & Mental Health Service (CAMHS) led therapeutic plan to enable a young person to return to full time provision. This will be subject to regular weekly review.

· Home tuition is normally only available relating to anxiety related concerns, where a child and their family actively engage with Children and Mental Health Services.

Education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs protocol

Introduction: Redbridge is responsible for arranging suitable full time education for pupils of compulsory school age, who because of illness or other reasons would not receive suitable education without such provision.  This protocol applies to children who are pupils on the roll of maintained schools, Academies, Free schools, Special and Independent schools.

The aim of any education outside school for children with health needs is to minimise the interruption and disruption to the child’s schooling by continuing education as normally as the child’s health condition permits and to work towards their reintegration into school as soon as possible. There will be a range of circumstance where a child has a health need but will receive suitable education that meets their needs without the intervention of the Local Authority.  Examples include: where the child can still attend school with some support, where the school has made arrangements to deliver suitable education out of school for the child, or where the child is being educated in a hospital by an on-site hospital school.

It will in all cases be the starting expectation that the school in question is responsible for securing the delivery of education to pupils on its roll.  The school will be expected to demonstrate why it is not able to make suitable provision for the child in question from its resources.

1. Redbridge Context

In Redbridge, education for children who meet the criteria for tuition outside of school will be delivered by the Redbridge Home Tuition Service.  The education offer will be of good quality and will enable children to take appropriate qualifications, maintain their educational progress and allow them to reintegrate successfully back into school as soon as possible.

The education provided must be suitable full time education, or as much education as the child’s health condition allows. This protocol reflects the statutory guidance contained in ‘Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs. DfE, January 2013. 

Children with health needs who are approaching public examinations may require special arrangements to be made:  the school will, unless the Local Authority has agreed to do this, submit the relevant applications to awarding bodies as early as possible.

Children with health needs should have provision which is equivalent to the education they would receive in school.  Where children receive 1-1 tuition, the hours of face to face provision will normally be fewer as the provision is more concentrated. 

Where full time education would not be in the best interests of the child for reasons relating to their physical or mental health a part time education will be provided. In some instances electronic media may be used to complement face to face education. There may be some cases where a child’s health needs may make it advisable to use only virtual education for a period of time but this is not expected to be commonly the case or of long duration. 

All alternate provision will be subject to the Local Authority’s quality assurance framework.

2. Identification

Schools, Health and Social Care professionals, Education Welfare Officers, Special Educational Needs officers, Education Psychologists and a range of other Local Authority professionals working with children and schools are responsible for notifying the Redbridge Inclusion Officer of any child with health needs who may meet the criteria for tuition outside school. The referral form can be found at Appendix 1.

All referrals will be ratified by The Redbridge Inclusion Panel. Referrals must be accompanied by evidence from a medical practitioner; normally the child’s treating or supervising consultant, or member of a Child and Mental Health Services team (CAMHS). The evidence should clarify why education outside school is appropriate and identify, in appropriate circumstances, a potential reintegration plan. There may be exceptional circumstances where a consultant’s evidence is not available, or where a child has long term health problems.  In these circumstances the Redbridge Inclusion Panel will consider liaising with other medical professionals and consider what, if any, interim provision is required pending receipt of any reports. 

3. Schools

Schools are critical in supporting the education of child with health needs. The Department for Education (DfE) Statutory guidance entitled “Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions” (April 2014). Places a new duty on schools from 1st September 2014 to make arrangements to support pupils at school with medical conditions.  The guidance recommends that schools should have a publicly accessible policy that sets out how schools will support children with health needs, as well as a named person who can be contacted by the Local Authority and parents. Furthermore the school’s policy must cover the role of Individual Healthcare Plans (IHP), and clarify who is responsible for their development, in supporting pupils at school with medical conditions. 

 The sharing of information is critical and there must be effective cooperation between schools, the Local Authority and all relevant services to support a child who cannot attend school because of ill health.

Schools would usually provide support to children who are absent from school because of illness for a short period for example: chicken pox, influenza, broken arm. 

A child unable to attend school because of health needs must not be removed from the school register without parental consent and certification from the school medical officer, even if the Local Authority has become responsible for the child’s education. (The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006). Continuity is important for children and knowing that they can return to their familiar surroundings and school friends can help their recovery and their education progress. 

4. Working Together

Partnership with parents, children, health services, schools and other agencies is important in ensuring that there is a robust education offer which meets the needs of the child and enables them to return to their mainstream school as swiftly as possible.

5. Personal Education Plans

Each child will have a personal education plan which will be agreed with parents, the school and relevant medical and other professionals. The plan will include an individually tailored reintegration plan where appropriate.

6. Timescales

Redbridge aims to provide education for children with additional health needs promptly and as soon as the Local Authority is advised that a child’s absence for health needs is expected to last more than 15 school days, either in one absence or over the course of a school year. The expectation is that appropriate medical evidence will accompany the referral form (see referral form for guidance)
7. Disability Discrimination

Some complex and most long-term health issues will be disabilities under equality legislation. The Local Authority and schools will need to consider whether there are any reasonable adjustments which may need to be made to alleviate the effect of the disability.

8. Redbridge Procedures

Details regarding the named officer and the process for referring children with health needs can be found on the referral form.
Behaviour and Inclusion Team July 2014

Criteria for referrals of young people with anxiety related difficulties and poor school attendance. 

Under Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 (amended by the Children, Schools & Families Act 2010) there is a duty on local authorities to arrange provision of suitable education at school or otherwise for a child of compulsory school age who may not attend school for reasons of illness, exclusion from school or otherwise. The education should be full time unless the child’s physical or mental health means that it would not be in their best interests. As a result of increased professional concerns about the impact of educating children with anxiety related disorders in their homes away from both schools and peer groups, there has been a re-evaluation of the core principles and best practice approaches when dealing with such cases.

There is sometimes an overlap between the Education Welfare service, which may be considering prosecution for non-attendance and/or with child protection concerns.  In such cases the views of professionals from the relevant agencies will normally be sought,

Key Principles

All attempts should be made to support young people in mainstream education where possible.

Home Tuition should normally be reserved for young people with serious illnesses which may include an anxiety related disorder or, injury that prevent them accessing their school.  

Home tuition is not an optimal long-term provision for young people, including those with mental health difficulties or with statements of Special Educational Need. 

Home tuition should be a time-limited component of a Children & Mental Health Service (CAMHS) led therapeutic plan to enable a young person to return to full time provision. This will be subject to regular review at six week intervals.

Home tuition is normally only available relating to anxiety related concerns, where a child and their family actively engage with Children and Mental Health Services.

Decisions about the allocation of Home Tuition will be made at the interagency panel meeting of the Redbridge Inclusion Panel.

See the attached checklist for further details.
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For further information please contact:

Mary-Jo Gill, Head of School Behaviour and Inclusion mary-jo.gill@redbridge.gov.uk 

Date: 3rd September 2014
THIS FORM ONLY IS TO BE USED.
INCOMPLETE, ADAPTED OR INAPPROPROIATE REFERRAL FORMS
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE CHAIR OR BY THE PANEL.
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE SENT VIA SECURE EMAIL

	
	Section of form
	Completed
(Please tick to indicate) 
	If additional documents are added, please list them here.

	1
	Referral details
	
	

	2
	Pupils details
	
	

	3
	Reason for referral
	
	

	4
	Attendance
	
	

	5
	Services working with this pupil
	
	

	6
	Academic details
	
	

	7
	Risk assessment (if appropriate)
	
	

	8
	Opinion of referral
	
	

	9
	Common Assessment
	
	


	1

	Date of this referral:
	

	Name and status of the person making this referral:
	

	Referring School:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email address:
	


	2

	Pupil Details

	Name:


	

	Sex (M/F):


	Male: 

Please tick
	Female:

Please tick
	

	Date of Birth:


	

	Year Group:


	

	UPN Number:


	

	Address:


	

	Postcode:


	

	Is the pupil entitled to Pupil Premium?
	
	Yes:
Please tick
	
	No:
Please tick
	

	Is the pupil entitled to Free School meals? (Current or historic)
	
	Yes:
Please tick
	
	No:
Please tick
	

	Is the pupil from an Armed forces family?
	
	Yes:
Please tick
	
	No:
Please tick
	


	2.1
	
	
	
	

	Does the pupil have a CAF? (Please attach)
	
	
	
	

	Who is the lead professional?
	

	Does the pupil have an Individual Healthcare plan? (Please attach) (See Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions- statutory guidance April 2014.  GOV.uk)
	
	
	
	

	Is the pupil looked after? LAC
	
	
	
	

	If the pupil is LAC, which borough?
	

	Does the pupil have a social worker?
	Yes:

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	

	Name and email of social worker
	

	Is the pupil subject to a child protection plan?
	

	
	


	2.2

	Special educational needs
(Insert tick below in appropriate box)


	School Action
	 Yes:

Please tick

	
	No:

Please tick

	

	School Action Plus 

(Please attach IEP)
	 Yes:

Please tick

	
	No:

Please tick

	

	Statement or EHC plan 

(Copy of statement/ EHC plan needs to be forwarded to support referral)
	  Yes:

Please tick

	
	No:

Please tick

	


	2.3

	Parent/Carer Details

	Parent/ Carer name (1):
	

	Parent/ Carer name (2):
	

	Person with parental responsibility:
	

	Family details including child’s numerical position in family:
	


	2.4

	Please stipulate to whom telephone numbers belong 

	Home telephone number:
	
	Contact name:
	

	Work telephone number:
	
	Contact name:
	

	Mobile telephone number:
	
	Contact name:
	

	Emergency number:
	
	Contact name:
	

	Language spoken at home:
	
	Contact name:
	

	Need for interpreter 
	Yes:

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	

	


	2.5

	Ethnicity

	White                                       Black or                         Asian or                       Mixed/Dual Background       Chinese & Other

                                                    Black British               Asian British                  

White British                            (      Caribbean                  (
       Indian                        (         White & Black Caribbean         (          Chinese                      (
White Irish                                (      African                         (        Pakistani                  (         White & Black African               (          Any other ethnic     (
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          group
Traveller of Irish Heritage    (      Any other                               Bangladeshi            (         White & Asian                              (         Not given                   (  
                                                               Black background    (        
Gypsy/Roma                            (
               Any other Asian                 Any other Mixed 
                                                                                background           (         background                                  (
Any other White 

background                             (



	3.0

	Why is the pupil being referred as a medical referral to the Redbridge Inclusion Panel?


	


	3.1
	

	Is the pupil being discharged from hospital in the near future?


	Yes:

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	

	Has the pupil recently been discharged from Hospital?
	Yes:

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	

	Is there a letter from a consultant (not a GP letter) supporting home tuition as part of the discharge plan? (If so please attach)
	Yes: 

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	

	Is the pupil’s absence expected to continue for more than 15 school days, either in one absence or over the course of the school year?
	Yes: 

Please tick
	
	No: 

Please tick
	


	3.2

	Please provide further details:
	

	What action has the school taken to provide education for this pupil?
	

	Please clarify why the school is not able to make suitable provision for this pupil from its own resources:
	


	4.0

	Attendance 
Please specify the dates between which the attendance applies:



	Date from:


	Date to:

	Authorised absences:


	Unauthorised absences:

	Possible attendances:


	Actual attendances

	Percentage: (actual attendance/possible attendance x 100)
	

	


	5.0 
Services working with this pupil 


	
	Yes

Please tick
	No
Please tick
	Contact Name- MUST NOT BE LEFT BLANK
	EMAIL ADDRESS- MUST NOT BE LEFT BLANK

	Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services
	
	
	
	

	Education Welfare Service
	
	
	
	

	Youth Offending and Target Prevention Service
	
	
	
	

	New Rush Hall Outreach Service
	
	
	
	

	Educational Psychologist
	
	
	
	

	Careers/Connexions
	
	
	
	

	Social   Care
	
	
	
	

	Troubled Families
	
	
	
	

	Early Intervention & Family support service
	
	
	
	

	Any other agencies involved (please specify)
	
	
	
	


	6

	Academic Details
	Must not be left blank. If not available please make an assessment of what the levels were and mark as TA (teacher assessment) plus a date
	Date 

	KS2 
	
	
	

	Maths 
	National Curriculum Level: (target only if primary pupil)
	
	

	English
	National Curriculum Level (target only if primary level)
	
	

	KS3
	
	
	

	Maths


	Target National Curriculum Level:
	
	

	
	Actual level achieved
	
	

	English


	Target National Curriculum Level:
	
	

	
	Actual level achieved 
	
	

	Science


	Target National Curriculum Level:
	
	

	
	Actual level achieved
	
	

	KS4
	
	
	

	Maths


	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	English


	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	Science


	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	other
	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	other
	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	other
	GCSE target grade
	
	Examination Board:
	

	
	GCSE Anticipated Grade:
	
	
	

	Please insert further rows if necessary 
	
	
	
	

	UCI Number
	
	
	


	7

	Risk  Assessment for this pupil

	Assessors name:  
	Date of Assessment  


	Hazards
	Who may be harmed & How
	Existing Controls
	‘R1’

Risk rating with existing control measures in place.
	Further Controls
	‘R2’

Risk rating when any further control measures have been implemented
	Actions by whom & when

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Are the risks adequately controlled?               Yes / No   




Risk = Severity x Likelihood 
	
	Severity Of Harm

	Likelihood of Occurrence


	
	Minor Injury
	Injury/

Illness
	Serious Illness
	Death

	
	Unlikely
	
	
	
	

	
	Likely
	
	
	
	

	
	Highly 
	
	
	
	

	
	Certain
	
	
	
	

	Likelihood of occurrence
	Rating Value


	
	

	Unlikely
	1

	Likely
	2

	Highly Probable
	3

	Certain
	4

	
	

	Severity
	Rating Value
	Risk Rating
	Action Required

	
	
	
	

	Minor injury


	1


	1-3
(NS)


	Controls Adequate Monitor for change

	Injury/illness (over 3 day)


	2


	4-6
(L)


	Review controls, take Action if  needed

	Serious illness/injury


	3


	8-9
(M)

be 
	Controls inadequate 

Action to  reduce risks needed

	Death


	4


	12-16
(H)

flawed 
	Controls seriously Consider halting activity/process  immediate action required


	8

	Opinion of Referral

	Has the referral been discussed with parents/ carer: (delete as appropriate) 
	YES
	NO
	

	Has the referral been agreed (parents/carer): (delete as appropriate)
	YES
	NO
	Date of agreement:
	

	Has the referral been discussed with child: (delete as appropriate) 
	YES
	NO
	

	Has the referral been agreed with the child: (delete as appropriate)
	YES
	NO
	Date of agreement:
	

	Please note that home tuition is not guaranteed. This should be made clear to parents/ carers.

	Signature of Head teacher/ Head of Services:
	
	(at referral point)

	Date:
	

	Please complete the referral form and return fully completed with all supporting documents Mary-Jo.Gill@redbridge.gov.uk and Emma.Benaine@redbridge.gov.uk


A school has concerns about a pupil’s attendance, peer relationships/bullying etc. 





( School takes initial action to address concerns. 


( School evaluates impact of action taken








Referral from school for time -limited home tuition (6 weeks) or alternative education to be supported by therapeutic plan from CAMHS. Please note; supporting letter from child’s GP unlikely to meet the criteria for assessment.





Hold Professionals meeting to review and evaluate impact of interventions.





If Tier 3 CAMHS assessment is agreed, referral to be completed by school or Educational Psychologist








School:  Identify a proactive plan of support with a lead professional.  Evaluate outcomes; refer to EWS and EP, for consultation and advice regarding levels of mental health concerns





Monitor improvement. No further action





Pupil’s situation improves





Attendance deteriorates/child refuses to attend citing bullying/poor peer relationships / lack of confidence. School /parents unable to resolve
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