Writing Assignment 
Write your own college recommendation letter
Ms. Kamrass
English 10
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“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb in his skin and walk around in it.” – Atticus Finch

Introduction – 

In both the curious incident… and Mockingbird…, we experience two different approaches to perspective. Through his narration, Christopher Boone gave us a front-row seat to the life of a gifted teen with Asperger’s Syndrome. In Mockingbird, Atticus Finch’s most famous line involves a philosophy that helps his daughter learn through empathy. 

Purpose – This assignment should give you a better perspective about yourself, while seeing through the eyes of another person.

It will also help you review your past successes and focus on, and achieve, other goals. Do not underestimate your attributes: write about all of the good that you do in the classroom, for the school, or at work. 
Finally, even though your senior year seems far away, the college application process will be here before you know it. In addition to completing an endless amount of forms, you will ask teachers to write letters of recommendation. In this exercise, you will write this letter yourself.

Task: 
Write a letter of recommendation for yourself as if you are one of your high school teachers. Fill the letter with realistic examples and praise. If you work, you may use your boss’s perspective instead of a teacher’s.
Use the exemplars attached to this sheet as a model for both content and format.

In your letter: 
· Include specific examples of your strengths. 

· These achievements can be from your first two years, or something that you realistically hope to accomplish before your senior year.

· Address your audience – a group of college administrators and faculty – by using formal language, correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
· Include the name of your intended college or university, as well as any field of study, or career, that you would like to pursue.

· Organize letter logically in paragraphs.

· Proofread carefully: you would not want a teacher to send in a letter with typos!
· The letter should be one-page long.
· Use the business letter format as shown on the exemplar.

November 4, 200X

Re: college recommendation for Xxxxxx Xxxxxx

Dear Selection Committee: 

“Did Shakespeare have fun writing?”

Xxxx asked this particular question at the beginning of our Romeo and Juliet unit during her freshman year. I was stunned for a moment. I had taught this drama for years, but I had never heard a student ask a question that opened up so many possibilities.

This question is just one example of the intelligence and vitality Xxxxxx brought to the classroom. It opened the door for greater insight as we read the play, and aided in our understanding of Shakespeare’s genius. Did he have fun writing? I referred to her question as we examined an entire scene written in couplets. It brought the Bard to life. 

During that school year, she kept a positive attitude despite the normal adjustments to high school. On a mid-year teacher evaluation, she noted that it was difficult for her to see the number of corrections I made on her papers, but she thanked me for helping. As most educators know, this gratitude is a rarity.

Everyday she was a cheerful and intelligent presence in the classroom. She was diligent and never missed a deadline. In class, she contributed with her thoughts, insights, and by supporting her classmates. She is, sincerely, one of the nicest people I have met.

Xxxxx is a great learner and supporter of others. I know her personality will help her as a teacher – it has remained constant since I met her more than three years ago. She will not only excel under your guidance, she will thrive. 

When she becomes an art teacher, she will be one of the best. 

Sincerely,

Xxxxx Xxxxx
English teacher

