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PRAYER JOURNAL

DIRECTIONS FOR USE OF PRAYER JOURNAL

Please use these daily journal entries, written by a variety of people from Central, as part of your daily prayer time. Each one was written with a personal reflection on a passage of scripture and how the concept of the scripture has affected the life of the writer. We pray these devotionals bless you with their perspectives on generosity and being a Christian.

We will hold a Prayer Walk through the buildings on October 16th in anticipation of remodeling the space.

Specific topics to pray about during this time:

1. For construction of children’s space at the Uptown location

2. For remodeling and refreshing the children’s space at Westside.

3. For the volunteer teachers and nursery workers

4. For Alex Shaver’s leadership in Family Ministry

5. For families and children – current and future – who will participate in this ministry
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GENEROSITY

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” [II Corinthians 9:7]

Generosity,

is a scary thought,

when my attention is brought

to collecting or giving money,

to a beggar, philanthropy, friends, or my honey.

Generosity involves a lot more than money gifting.

This will involve personal and family mental sifting.

Generosity is the act of sharing what is most fine.

It may very well engage our talents and our time.

Generosity involves communicating and connecting,

without negatively correcting.

It involves helping,

without yelping,

Working together,

without aggravating each other,

Generously hugging and caring,

without being over bearing,

Sharing and loaning,

without bragging about owning,

Giving from our new and good stuff, without giving items that are rough, Volunteering and giving aid,

without searching for a personal accolade,

Living with our neighbors alongside, without promoting my self pride, And, giving what is most needed, without being prodded or heeded.

PRAYER

Oh Lord, fill our conscience with your will in how we may be more con-necting, caring, sharing, loving, loaning, giving, forgiving, holding, hug-ging, and serving of our fellow man who are in need of whatever.

- Larry Jageman

RECEIVING GOD’S GUIDANCE

“I will guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along

straight paths.” [Proverbs 4:11]

Frequently in my life I have sought God’s will about decisions I needed to make. Should I stay in the military or leave? Should I adopt children? Should I apply for a certain job? What local church should I join? How much money should I give to my local church? While God has often pro-vided me general guidance in these decisions, he has rarely told me specifically what to do. What should I make of this? Did I not pray hard enough or long enough? Does God not care about the details of my life? I believe that God does care about the details of our lives, but he does not want to make our choices for us. If God gave us detailed instructions every time we had a decision to make, we would remain immature in the faith and would be little more than robots. Instead, God wants us to be able to make decisions for ourselves based on his wisdom found through prayer, Bible study, consultation with mature Christians and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we move through the decision making process, he wants us to voluntarily chose to yield to the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and produce the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kind-ness, gentleness, and self-control. As I make decisions, I try to envision which choice will be most likely to produce this fruit in abundance. Also, I have found that even if I make the “wrong choice,” God can still use that choice to teach me something and bring me closer to him. So, if we are humble and sincerely want to please God, we are, in a sense, always on the “straight path.”

REFLECTION

When you pray for guidance and wisdom in making a decision, are you asking God to make the decision for you or are you willing to accept that God may want you to make the decision as part of the process in your spiritual growth?

PRAYER

God, please give us confidence in our ability to make decisions based on Your guidance. Help us to become more like You, to grow closer to you and learn to trust You more through the decisions we make. Amen.

[image: image3.png]



- Doug Orr

WHAT DID IT COST YOU?

“But the king replied to Araunah, ‘No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.’ So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them.” [2 Samuel 24:24]

David messes up, as leaders often do. You can read the circumstances in the rest of chapter 24. In the process of repenting, he goes to a threshing floor to offer a sacrifice to God—the standard for worship at this time. He’s the king, and as such, he as a lot of privilege. He can have anything he wants. As king, he doesn’t even have to spend his own money, be-cause he’s king—he can take whatever he wants from whoever he wants. This is what happens when he turns up at the threshing floor. The owner offers him everything he would need to make a sacrificial offering to God, free of charge. David is here because he’s messed up, so he’s not going to mess up again. He knows that a sacrifice isn’t a sacrifice unless it cost him something. So he says to the owner, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” He’s unwilling to worship in a way that leans more on his kingly privilege than it does on his personal sacrifice.

We live in a land of privilege. As a pastor, I have certain privileges. As an American, I have certain privileges. But when it comes to being a Chris-tian, it’s not about the privileges I have, it’s about the sacrifices I’m willing to make. I’m deeply challenged by this thought. God isn’t calling us to just do acts us worship that cost us nothing. Like David, we’re invited to give to God something that requires something from us.

REFLECTION

What kind of sacrifice is God asking of you?

PRAYER

God, You said that David was a man after Your own heart; so give me the heart of David: Help me to come to worship, with a heart filled with radi-cal generosity and a desire for risk-taking sacrifice. In Jesus name. Amen.

- Joe Graves

WHEN IN THE MANSION...

“I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.” [Isaiah 48:17]

At a young age, we begin to walk and wonder, perusing the paths that can lead us somewhere and nowhere. The mental image of a giant mansion comes to mind with many doorways and halls to explore. As a kid, the more exciting adventures always await behind closed doors.

God desperately tries to get us through the right doorways and onto the right path, but sometimes, our curiosity overcomes His voice. He gives us freewill to make these decisions in hopes that we will choose Him. If it wasn’t satisfying enough the first door we opened ourselves, then we try another door in hopes of finding some treasures, but alas, it too has no value. This is why it is so important for us to keep our focus on Christ to show us the way otherwise it could take us a whole lifetime trying to open every door that just doesn’t seem to satisfy.

In this scene from Isaiah, God is pouring out His insight to Israel, that he has been guiding them the whole time, even when they turned to other idols and forgot who to call God. God doesn’t want us to turn and see every evil in this world, but sometimes He just has to let us see the empty promises of those doorways so we will come back to Him with a repenting heart.

This is when we finally decide to give up our path for God’s. He is always righteous in His judgements to guide us in where we need to go next, now it’s on us to listen to that calling. The more of my life I give to God, the less path I have to choose for myself, and the closer I get to God by being on the right path. It is such a relief to know I don’t have to know where my life will go, but that if I give my all to God, He will put me right where I need to be.

REFLECTION

How much longer will I wait until I ask God for the next step?

PRAYER

God, I come to You with a blank agenda in hopes that You would fill it with Your plan for me. Help me see beyond my understanding of this world and see that You have a perfect plan already for me. God, keep me close to You so that I may only open the doors to the good things You

have laid before me.
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- Christina Schirtzinger

ONE THOUSAND BLESSINGS

“From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another.” [John 1:16]

Have you ever heard the saying “There, but for the grace of God, go I”? My mom used that saying as I was growing up. She was a very spiritual woman who gave total credit to God for the blessings in her life and thanked Him for strength when things were difficult. She was one of my biggest blessings.

A while back my small group used the book “One Thousand Gifts” by Ann Voskamp. This was a wonderful time of growing to under-stand the power of living in the moment and having a heart of gratitude. Through her book and our discussions I gained a higher appreciation of God’s grace, His desire to bless my life and the joy of giving out of gratitude. I had always been a “cheerful giver,” but I now acknowledge His blessings through all my senses, through my prayers, my heart, my thoughts, and serving others.

For me, it has come to be an acknowledgement of God’s power and presence in my life. The challenge is slowing down to notice the little things and taking the time to celebrate those blessings. The big bless-ings are easy; good health, a loving family, a beautiful home. Did you ever think of a friendly smile from a stranger, as a blessing? I do now. He is always there, ready to bless me, but am I there to receive the blessing?

REFLECTION

Do you have time in your day to count the blessings God is giving you?

PRAYER

Dear Lord, I thank You for Your goodness and grace. I pray that I con-tinue to grow in my gratitude for Your blessings. Help me to use my joy so that others may know of Your love and grace. In Jesus’s name. Amen.

- Dina Dailey

WHERE DOES MY HEART TRULY LIE?

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moths and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal, for where your treasure is there your heart will be also.” [Matthew 6:19-21]

As we enter into this season of sacrificial giving, I find Matthew’s words a most comforting reminder. Our society focuses so much money, yet I must ask myself… is money my God? Or is it an idol to which I have been bowing?

To find where my heart truly lies, God inspired me to take a hard look at where my money has been going. It’s rather eye opening and a little embarrassing to realize how much of my money I have simply squandered. Yet, The Father squashed any urge to feel shame or regret. Instead, it has been exhilarating and empowering to begin a spiritual journey of evaluation, change, and generosity. He simply asks me to do better.

To be able to turn my eyes, my heart and my resources back to God has filled me with a comfort and a joy I did not realize I was missing. Through the Lord, I am learning to be grateful for what I have, and smarter with what I do with it.

Christ gave everything He had to me. If I am to be His disciple and in communion with Him, how can I possibly refuse to give back the same? If I accept the gifts and grace with which The Father, Son and Holy Spirit shower me, then I must accept that I need to reciprocate the gesture. The amount is not as important as the intent behind it. Where does my heart truly lie?

REFLECTION

What will you find when you look at how your money is being spent? Is your heart for God truly reflected and represented in the ways your re-sources are being utilized? What spending habit can be sacrificed and the money instead is given back to God?

PRAYER

Holy Father, thank you for opening my eyes and giving me an awareness, which previously was not there. Give me a willingness to soften my heart and give sacrificially to You, Lord. Allow me to be wise on this journey as I grow in faith, trust and generosity. Help me to give boldly and with great joy and love. Continue to pour into me, Father, the wisdom that you have instilled in me. In Your Son’s Holy Name, Amen.
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- Kim Brooks

GIVING BEYOND OUR ABILITY

“In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded

our expectations: they gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also in us.” [2 Corinthians 8:2-5]

When my husband, Paul, and I were in our twenties we became part of a campus ministry that emphasized church life like that document-ed in Acts and Philippians and similar to this passage in Corinthians. We tried to live out the intent of these verses in numerous ways. We were challenged by the zeal and sacrifice of the early Christians. Though many lived in poverty and persecution surrounded them, they were thrilled by the move of the Holy Spirit to reach their generation with the Good News of who Christ has shown Himself to be – to His disciples and His emerg-ing band of followers of “The Way.” We radically sold much of what we owned at the time to join our brothers and sisters in Christ to pool our monies to reach college students on our Missouri campus. We started Bible studies on campus and brought in speakers to challenge secular thinking. Like Acts, we shared meals, money and ministry on a daily ba-sis. And God honored our sacrifices in many ways, as He did in the early church’s mission.

I challenge us now to also give sacrificially to the mission of Central and its outreach to this generation and our specific plans to encourage young people into ministry and to reach our children with a Biblical worldview. As Paul the Apostle reminds us “they gave as much as they were able beyond their ability...” Let us go “beyond.”

REFLECTION

If the early Christians, with limited funds and strong Roman oversight, could give beyond their ability, what more does God expect of us?

PRAYER

Lord, challenge our selfish thinking of our “needs” (wants) and remind us of the spiritually-driven needs of our church to train disciples and reach out to those seeking for truth. Resonate Your will in our hearts today.”

- Barbara Martin

GIVING VS. MANAGING

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.” [Psalm 24:1]

Years ago, my daughter and I went to Larry’s Dawg House. I had already eaten, so she ordered food and I had a water. But when the food came, I instinctively reached over and started to take a couple of French Fries from her. Suddenly, she said, “Daddy, these fries are mine. You can’t have any!” I immediately remembered of a lesson I heard on stewardship over 20 years ago.

· thought:

1. She doesn’t understand where these fries come from. My child doesn’t understand that I went up to the counter, I’m the one who paid for them. I’m the guy who has the money. I am her resource. She got fries because of me.

2. As a father, that she doesn’t realize I can take those fries from her. I have control over them. No only can I take them all from her (be-cause of her bad attitude), but if I wanted to, I could buy 20 more packs of fries, and bury her in fries!

3. I can go get my own fries, I really don’t need hers.

· sometimes wonder if that is how God feels when we are not good man-agers of the resources that God gives us. What hurt me that day was not that I didn’t get French Fries. What hurt me was the attitude of my daugh-ter regarding what I just had given her.

REFLECTION

Do I really believe that everything I have is a gift from God? That God is the owner and I am the manager?

PRAYER

God, may my attitude toward money and stuff be a reflection of your generosity toward me.
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- Paul Risler

WE ARE ABLE BECAUSE HE IS ABLE

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” [Ephesians 3:20-21]

In this passage, we are given two main attributes of Jesus. 1) He pro-vides, and 2) He empowers.

Ask yourself: what parents haven’t been bombarded with questions or desires from their children—can you get me a snack? Can you tie my shoe? Tell me a story. Our children come to us because they know what we’re capable of doing and how we can provide for them. How much more can our Heavenly Father do for us when we call upon him? Immea-surably more. Jesus is able to do more than we can even imagine, but the work doesn’t stop there. Paul clearly tells us, “his power that is at work within us.” The immeasurably-able Christ is working in us. You. Me. Men and women. Eight-year olds and 88-year olds. Each of us is especially equipped to show others the power of Christ. He empowers us.

Jesus instills in us the exact gifts and abilities we need to better glorify him and build the Church. We each have a special duty to allow Christ to continue a good work in us, and he equips us to do so. When we invited Jesus into our lives, he came in with power. As such, we can also do a whole lot more than we could even imagine on our own.

REFLECTION

In what ways do you see Jesus being glorified through the Church and our future generations? How is Jesus calling you to better the Church?

- Andrea Fogt

LIVING IN A DROUGHT

“For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.” [1 Kings 17:7-16]

God sends Elijah to a widow to feed him. Widows are not known for having lots of expendable resources and especially in a season of drought. This particular widow was also taking care of her son. Elijah does exactly what God tells him to do. Ask her for food. And in my trans-lation, he even asks politely. “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” The widow has such a painfully honest response, “I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it – and die.” She believes this is their last supper. They have used all of their resources, they have nothing left.

I know I have felt this way before. We’re in a drought, I don’t have anything left, and I can’t foresee anything happening to change the situa-tion. Just then God always brings someone or something across my path. Just at the moment where I have given up all hope – I’m ready to die – God provides.

The thing that always gets me is that God never provides just for what I need. God didn’t just give enough flour and oil for the widow and her son, but enough to feed Elijah as well. God always gives me more than I need so that I can offer some to those around me.

I have learned that when I am in those dire moments, God doesn’t provide just for me. God provides for me so that God can provide for oth-ers through me.

REFLECTION

When have you experienced God’s provision in a time of drought and what did you do with what God provided?

PRAYER

Lord, You are the great provider. Even in the midst of my lack of resourc-es, You never run out. Give me eyes to see where You are providing and how I can bless others with what You have given me – in the drought and in the times of plenty. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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- Allyssa Graves

A MISSION FIELD IN OUR OWN BACK YARD

“Freely you have received, freely give.” [Matthew 10:8]

In this passage Jesus is sending out the twelve to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy and drive out demons. He tells them to go specifically to the “lost sheep of Israel.” In the passage Jesus tells them that they are to give of themselves to the people, not in an effort to pay God back for getting things from Him but because God granted them abundant gifts and enabled them to carry out their tasks. It is just natural that the disciples are to use their gifts to act in the way God acted toward them.

Most of us do not feel God is calling us to raise the dead, etc.; but, we do feel He is calling us to reach out to the lost. Boy, do we have a lot of lost in Athens! Yes, at Central we have lots and lots of OU students, but we see maybe 1-2 percent of the total number of students enrolled here on the main campus. Plus there are probably less than 10 percent of OU students who are involved in any religious activities at all. God has freely given us gifts to make the lives of others healthier and show them how to make good choices. Just bringing the students to Athens year after year is one gift completely orchestrated by God. Our task is to rec-ognize the gifts God has given to each of us so that we can seek out and share generously with many OU students as well as community members.

Through the activities of the FORWARD initiative we will be unit-ing as a community to focus on four broad goals designed to increase our capacity to minister to others. Completing the initiatives are impor-tant, but so is the byproduct; being a community that sets its sights on the lost, goes out, and ministers to them, over and over and over.

REFLECTION

How can you reach out to OU students in the next semester in a real way?

How can you share with them the love God has for them?

PRAYER

Dear God, help us to minister to those who feel lost in the parties, the bars, the social pressures that are common to college students. Help us to attract them as a haven where they can feel safe and accepted. Help us to bring them to You so that they find the living water that will always sustain them.

- Barry Oches

EMBRACING OUR UNIQUE GIFTS

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then

give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” [Romans 12:6-8]

By the grace of our Lord, each one of us has received gifts that have been freely bestowed upon us. Unlike the rules of non-divine “re-wards,” gifts from God do not require us to do anything to earn them. They have not been given to us because of our Godliness, our brilliance, our goodness, our ability to jump through difficult hoops. Instead they have been bestowed upon us by God’s grace. Acknowledging this helps us maintain humility and focus on gratitude, reminding ourselves that every good and perfect gift comes from the Lord. With this spirit of grati-tude, our next step is to seek God’s guidance to understand how our unique gifts can contribute to the body of Christ.

Robert A. Emmons (2007), in his book, Thanks! How the New Sci-ence of Gratitude Can Make You Happier, wrote, “Gratitude is pleasing. It feels good. It is also motivating. When we feel grateful, we are moved to share the goodness we have received with others” (p. 4). Sometimes, we waste time and energy, wishing we had the gifts that we see manifested in others. Or we focus on our deficits and shortcomings, ignoring or ne-gating what we have. Instead, let us be imbued with a sense of gratitude, and pray daily for discernment – discernment to know, accept, embrace, and fully understand our unique gifts. From this place of gratitude, let us be motivated and propelled forward to contribute willingly to the body of Christ, glorifying God with our gifts with a spirit of thankfulness and grace.

REFLECTION

What are your unique gifts? Do you accept and value them? How can you contribute to the body of Christ?

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we bow before You with humility and gratitude for Your goodness and grace. Guide us to identify, accept, embrace, and fully understand the gifts You have bestowed upon us. Help us to use our gifts to serve the body of Christ and in doing so to glorify You daily.
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- Christine Suniti Bhat

HUMBLE, JOYFUL OBEDIENCE!

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and

the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.” [1 Chronicles 29:11-12]

When I was a teenager, my father gave me The Power of Posi-tive Thinking by Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. One item that I particularly remember was a story about Dr. Peale in the early days of his marriage trying to financially survive on a pastor’s small paycheck. His wife came up with the perfect solution--tithe! Dr. Peale was horrified, explaining to her that of course ultimately that was their goal, but that they would have to wait until he made more money. She insisted, so he finally concurred. I was intrigued, but adopted his original thinking when John and I were struggling with four daughters born within five years. This was a goal we would work toward!

When we became members of Central, however, we felt an obligation to throw caution to the wind and trust God. Incredibly things have always, somehow, worked out! Praise God and Pastor Paul for be-ing so compelling in his approach on this issue!

As our faith has grown and we have spent more time reading God’s word and praying, I realized that all that we have is God’s anyway, and we are merely stewards. In obedience to God, I felt that we were compelled, as instructed by the Holy Spirit within us, to use “God’s stuff” in a manner pleasing to Him. Our joy in life has come when we are obedient!

The emphasis of this period in the life of our church is drawing close to God and genuinely listening to Him. The Holy Spirit will show us how God would wish for us to use the abundance that we currently hold to His glory!

PRAYER

Dearest Heavenly Father who has given us so much more than we need. Help us to discern Your will! Grant us wisdom, strength and courage to follow Your directives. Let us feel your loving arms around us and make us truly thankful for your boundless love! Amen.

- Mary C. Keifer

PEDALING TO OBEDIENCE

“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying ‘This is the way; walk in it.’” [Isaiah 30:21]

As humans, I think we have a tendency to shut down in hard or confusing situations. We don’t want to be the one to make the tough decision when stakes are high. We want someone else to make the call. At the very least, we want a couple of good options to choose from. And I think this is generally why we like reading scripture as a book of explicit rules and guidelines – we like what we believe to be black and white. But sometimes, obedience to the Holy Spirit is a gray area.

When I first reflected on that verse in Isaiah, I thought almost immediately of a kid learning to ride a bike. It’s this scary new thing that everyone else seems to have figured out. They make it look so easy, but it’s definitely not easy. You’re wobbling all over the place, not in control of your own balance. It doesn’t feel natural at all. And the worst part is that the person who has been right in front of you your whole life, cheer-ing you on as you took your first steps, catching you as you jump into the pool, checking for monsters under the bed – they’re not even in your line of sight. They’re behind you. You can’t see them, but you can hear them. You have to draw comfort from your parents’ voice telling you, “Just ped-al. You can do it, just keep pedaling.”

This is what I think it looks like to practice obedience to Jesus. When we’re discerning a big decision – where we’ll go, what we’ll do, how we’ll give – we often hear the voice of the Lord telling us, “This is the way.” But we question it because no one else can hear it. Obedience is the decision to walk in it anyway.

PRAYER

Lord, grow trust within us. Keep our eyes on the horizon as we keep ped-aling, and our hearts on your will. And we pray you would give us op-portunities to practice the discipline of obedience to your guiding voice. Amen.
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- Hattie Assan

“MINE!”

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” [Psalm 24:1]

From early on in our lives, we are obsessed with what we perceive to be ours. It is a part of our fallen nature. We don’t want to share. Yet, Jesus, who is at the very center of our faith, gave up everything according to God’s plan so that we could live free of the burden that our fallen-ness placed on us, namely our sin. What are we willing to give up for Him? Are we able to give up everything as Jesus did in order to be like Him?

Several years ago the daughter of a friend of ours needed a place to live for a few months. My husband thought we could offer her space in our house. Our children were on their own and we had plenty of room. “No!” I said. “Absolutely not!” I think I surprised us both with my reac-tion. What was wrong with me? Why didn’t I want to be kind and let this young woman stay with us? I realized then how much I valued my space, my privacy. With someone else in our house I might have to give that up, at least some of the time, to be available to her. And I needed my space! I needed my privacy!

As it turned out, the young woman had a change in plans and didn’t need to stay with us that spring. I was relieved, however I was con-victed by the incident. With prayer, the passage of time, and God’s in-tervention, I was able to welcome the same young woman into our home when she approached us again in the fall. My heart had softened and I was able to embrace the opportunity with a yielded heart.

Our house is not mine: it is a gift God blessed us with, beyond anything we could have ever imagined. And, my space, my privacy are not mine. I treasure them yet ultimately they belong to the Lord. Each time I need to give of my time/space I must remember the ultimate sac-rifice Christ made for me. It is so much greater than anything I have to offer. As I remember, I become just a little more generous with that which I have been given.

REFLECTION

What do you cling to in your life that you are reluctant to share with other people?

PRAYER

Lord, You generously gave everything up for me, even Your own life. Soft-en my heart; tame my will that I may be more like you. In Jesus Name, Amen.

- Kate Oches

LOOKING TO THE FACE OF GOD

“I will lift up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” [Psalm 121:1-2]

“Chin up, old boy!”

“Keep looking up, things will get brighter.”

“Look me in the eye when I’m talking to you.”

“I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, from whence cometh my help.”

Often we are admonished or encouraged to raise our eyes in hope, rath-er than bend low in defeat. When we come to our Father in prayer, most often we bow our heads in humility and supplication, which is not a bad thing at all. Sometimes, however, I cannot help but lift my face to the light of God’s tender gaze, to feel the warmth of His grace upon me. We are His beloved children, and He delights in our prayerful presence. Let us not be afraid to raise our hearts, our faces, our spirits to look into the eyes of the Father and drink deeply from Him. We need not fear for Him to gaze back into our eyes and let Him see what we may want to keep deeply hidden. When we ask, when we glorify, when we despair, when we just want to sit in His Holiness, let us be bold to seek His face and look up into the eyes of Love.

REFLECTION

When you think about looking into the eyes of God, what images or feel-ings does that evoke in you? What do you think it would be like to actually be face to face with our Lord?

PRAYER

Mightiest and Most Tender God, I come before you humbly and with gratitude. You are creator of the storm and the sparrow. You know my inner heart before I do and know my failings and my fears. Yet You raise my eyes to Yours and bid me drink deeply of Your love and forgiveness, Your compassion and healing. Teach me to be Your presence in this, Your world. Let me be Your smile, Your tears, Your comfort, Your joy. Cleanse and forgive me that I might better reflect Your glory to those

whom I meet today. In Your most precious name I pray.
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- Linda Richardson

LEMON DROPS

“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13-14]

When I was little, my family went on long car trips. A lot of long car trips. Living in rural Illinois, our Grandparents were six hours away and anything interesting was at least 90 minutes away. We piled into the back of a sedan for those hours in the car. No iPads. No TV. Not even head-phones. Mom made sure we had treats to make the time a little sweeter. A Kit Kat or a bag of Lemon Drops. My older sister and I made a game of making the candy last as long as possible. I always lost.

Before I knew it, I’d be crunching a Lemon Drop. My sister would be nursing hers. She could make those things last for hours (and don’t get me started on how long it could take her to eat a Kit Kat).

It’s hard for me to imagine my future self savoring a Lemon Drop (or having those Lemon Drops to give away next week, next month, next year). I want to get to the treat right now (or I absent-mindedly crunch away).

God is challenging me to put down the Lemon Drops. He’s invit-ing me to put my faith in Him and in His plan for what’s ahead. I’m excited about what God is doing at Central, in our church, our community, and our world. I’m even more excited about His hope for our future… a future beyond what my family and I will witness. I think those Lemon Drops we carry FORWARD will be even sweeter.

REFLECTION

What makes you impatient? What would it look like if you made a sacrifice today for your future self?

PRAYER

Father in Heaven, help me to strain toward what is ahead, to grow in pa-tience, to be deliberate in my decisions, and to commit to goals that are in the future. A future that is to Your glory and the glory of Your people. Help me savor my Lemon Drops. Amen.

- Jenn Bowie

PERSEVERANCE CHANGES US

“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” [Romans 5:3-5

Not only is our faith journey a reminder of the perfection and love of Christ, but I also believe it is a reminder that faith—through persever-ance—is a process of changing us. It is one thing to worship a God who is all-powerful, ever-present, and all-knowing, but simply doing this isn’t the only point, perhaps not even the main point, to our faith. Rather, it is the endurance in our toughest times that strengthen us and make us more like Christ. ‘Perseverance produces character’ to me means our difficulties have incredible power to not wear us down, but to refine us. For me, this practice of refinement can be experienced when consider-ing giving. Whether it is persevering through financial hardships, but still being faithful to tithing, or giving generously to those around you without expecting anything in return, in both acts we are changed; we fight against the culturally accepted practice of thinking of ourselves and our needs first, and choose to stretch ourselves and rely fully on God to meet our needs. Continuing to do this daily—persevering in our faith through the daily routine—makes us more into the image of Christ, and it ultimately provides ‘hope that does not put us to shame’. We therefore have to remind ourselves often that struggles, challenges, and obstacles are sometimes the best way that God can work in us to change us for the better.

REFLECTION

How would you view your giving habits if you saw them as opportunities for growth and change, rather than a challenge, struggle, or hindrance to your current lifestyle?

PRAYER

Father God, I pray that I can see the challenges I encounter as opportuni-ties to grow to be more like Christ. I pray that fear of any future challenge would not limit my ability to serve You and Your desires for me, and that I can always be reminded that hope in You will not put me to shame. Amen
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- Ryan Fogt

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING AND RECEIVING

“And my God will supply all your needs according to His

riches in Glory.” [Philippians 4:16]

Philippians 4:16 has always been a favorite verse, but the whole context of the verse begins in Philippians 4:10 where Paul is thanking the Philippians for their generosity to the work of our Lord Jesus. Here’s our story.

Mark and I are artists, having met in the Art Department at Ohio State University back in 1964. After coming to Christ in 1970 our dream was to be self-employed artists and to live on the land in community with other Christians. Let me tell you how this dream became reality.

Way back in 1970, we were new Christians and learning about tithing. This concept is presented throughout scripture, Old and New Testament. It is particularly outlined in Malachi 3:8-12. The giving of 10% was easy then, as we were living, on a shoestring, on about $60 a week, Mark and I were managing the Blue Eagle Music Store that we had start-ed for our friends who owned the Columbus Folk Music Center.

We had come to Ohio to settle and buy land to raise our own food as we had dreamed about in the 60’s. Though we had prayed and searched, we had not found the right place that we could afford. It came to mind that though we were tithing our $6 a week to the Lord’s work at Central that we had never given on the $5000 for our down payment that my Mother had left us in her will. Now that was hard; to give more than 2 months income from our savings. But God simply calls us to obedience to His Word. And as soon as we gave the tithe, we found the perfect place to live. Also it was through the Church at Central that we found the Christian friends to make our community. We have lived on our beautiful country setting now for 45 years and God has constantly provided for our every need as we follow our Lord Jesus.

PRAYER

Precious Lord Jesus please bless those who read and who follow your teachings on serving Go