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“You have to believe in your position, or nothing will be driving your work.  If you don't believe in what you are saying, there is no point in your saying it."

-Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on the Writing Life
Quick-Write: What do you think about the quote?
Persuasive Essays


"People need to ride their bikes instead of driving their cars to do short errands." "People should not dump their trash on the roadside." "People ought to pick up after their dogs in the parks." Suggestions like these are often made. Of course, not everyone will agree, so people will try to persuade people to see the value of a particular point of view.


In this unit, you will be asked to write a persuasive essay about an issue that affects you or your community. Your goal is to persuade others to share your point of view and to take the action you suggest. You can persuade others by stating a clear opinion and then backing it up with strong, logical reasons and evidence.

Persuasive warm-Up: For or Against?
Look at the list of issues in the first column of the chart below. Identify your opinion about each issue by placing a check mark in the appropriate box.
	Issue
	I support it.
	I don’t support it.

	Require students to do volunteer service to pass.
	
	

	Ban cell phone use in the hall between classes.
	
	

	Serve only vegetarian meals in the cafeteria.
	
	


Now choose one of the three issues.  Which one do you feel strongly about?  Meet with others who also chose your issue and compare your position and reasons to theirs.  
Next, in your writing notebook, write a convincing letter that explains the problem, your position on it, and your reasons why.  Write for five minutes.
Start like this:

Dear _______________,
I think we should/shouldn’t _________________________________________________

because...

Reading a Sample Persuasive Essay
In this persuasive essay, the writer explains why local students and other community members should support the funding of branch libraries. The side notes explain the main parts of the essay.

Save our Branch Libraries

The city just closed the Wyckert Branch Library, and now student Dawna Wilson must spend two dollars in bus fares to reach the main library. The Oakmont Branch Library is next on the chopping block because Mayor Berghoff considers branch libraries "outmoded, inefficient, little used, and expensive." I disagree. Branch libraries are important because they promote culture and education, provide convenient access to information for residents in all neighborhoods, and save people time and money. For these reasons, we should support funding for our city's branch libraries.

First of all, branch libraries benefit neighborhoods by bringing people together for cultural events and by encouraging learning. The Oakmont Branch Library presents a folklore lecture series each fall, shows a classic film each month, and hosts five weekly book clubs. In addition, many people learn to read through tutoring programs at their branch libraries. "When new readers first come here and realize that they will be able to read anything they want, their eyes just light up," says Oakmont librarian Norah Colman. The Oakmont Branch library is not "outmoded" or "inefficient." It does what no other library can do: function as the heart of the Oakmont community.


Furthermore, people throughout the city use the resources available at branch libraries. These resources include books, reference materials, computers, and even classes. As a result, anyone who doesn't have a computer can walk into the library and have access to the Internet. People can go to the branch library to read books, magazines, and newspapers they can't afford to buy, or they can go to take useful classes, such as "English as a Second Language." Far from being "little used," the Oakmont Branch Library has 173 residents currently enrolled in regular classes, clubs, and activities, and patrons check out an average of 350 materials every day. Without branch libraries, many of the city's residents would not have access to educational materials and helpful services. 

Finally, branch libraries save people time and money. When the downtown library opened 100 years ago, our city was smaller. Only 50,000 people lived here, and most of them lived downtown, so the library was in a central location. Today, more than 500,000 people live here, and the city is spread out. Many people who live in the outlying areas must travel 15 miles one way to get to the main library, and even using public transportation costs money and takes time. If the nearly 150 residents who use Oakmont Branch Library every day each have to pay $2 to go to the main library, that's $300 per day-or about $9,000 per month. The Oakmont Branch Library's municipal support amounts to $8,000 a month in taxes. Closing the library will cost residents more than leaving it open.

Clearly, branch libraries enrich our city's neighborhoods. They bring people together to enjoy culture and learning. They offer resources and opportunities that allow people to pursue their goals. They provide free sources of information and entertainment within walking distance of residents' homes. We should support branch libraries by demanding that our city council members fund them properly. Branch libraries bring the assets of the downtown library to people throughout the city.
Reacting to the Reading

Respond to the sample persuasive essay, “Save Our Branch Libraries,” by answering the following questions:
What issue does the essay address?

Who is the intended audience?

What is the writer's opinion?

What main reasons support the writer's opinion?

Reason 1:
Reason 2:
Reason 3:
Which reason do you think is strongest?

Why?

Planning: Choosing a Topic
Finish the sentences below to help you identify issues that you care about.  Then put a check mark by the ones you might want to write about.
1. There should be a rule in Sparta (or at school) that says…

2. If I could change one thing in Sparta (or at school), it would be…
3. My favorite thing in Sparta (or at school) is…

4. It bugs me when…
5. I spend most of my free time…

6. I spend most of my money on…

Here’s a list of issues that you might care about.  Put a check mark by the ones you might like to write about.
Should students be allowed to use cell phones in the hall?

Should the elderly receive free rides?

Should state colleges be free to attend?

Should all American citizens have to complete a year of community service?

Should students be required to take foreign language classes?

Should the driving age be lowered to 14?

Should students be paid for having good grades?

Should students be required to take gym?
Should boys and girls be in separate classes?

Should people who download music and movies illegally be punished?

Should music with curse words be allowed at school dances?

Should Sparta offer free public Wi-Fi?

Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals like chimpanzees or tigers?

Should the government spend more on the space program?

Should students have open campus lunch periods?

Should students learn about world religions in public schools?

Should school start later in the morning?

Should students be allowed to drop out before they turn 18 years old?

Should students who fail their classes be retained and have to repeat the grade?

Should female construction workers earn the same wages as males?
Planning: Identifying Reasons For and Against

For two of the issues that you put a check mark by, complete the diagrams on pages 7 and 8 like the sample below.  The sample is based on “Save Our Branch Libraries.”
In the center box, write the issue.  In the top boxes, write reasons for supporting the issue.  In the bottom boxes, write reasons against supporting the issue.
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Planning: Identifying Reasons For and Against

In the center box, write the issue.  In the top boxes, write reasons for supporting the issue.  In the bottom boxes, write reasons against supporting the issue.
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Planning: Identifying Reasons For and Against

In the center box, write the issue.  In the top boxes, write reasons for supporting the issue.  In the bottom boxes, write reasons against supporting the issue.
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Planning: Choose Your Topic
Look at the topics you identified on page 5 and the graphic organizers on pages 7 and 8.  Decide which topic you would like to write about.  Pick something that you care about and that you have good reasons to support.

What is your topic?

Planning: Review a Sample Gathering Chart
The sample gathering chart below is based on the persuasive essay “Save Our Branch Libraries.”  A reason for supporting branch libraries and the details backing up that reason are shown in each box.  Each box could be a paragraph in an essay. Similarly, in your essay, make sure your reasons are supported by details.  Details include facts, examples, data, and expert opinions.

	Reason: Branch libraries are cultural centers that promote learning.

	Supporting Details:

· Libraries host lectures and book clubs.

· Libraries are often the places where people learn to read.

· Branch libraries give people opportunities to learn new skills.




	Reason: Branch Libraries provide resources for people all over the city.

	Supporting Details:

· Branch libraries provide books, tapes, CDs, and computers.

· People without computers can find them in their neighborhoods.

· People can take useful classes.


	Reason: Branch libraries save people time and money.

	Supporting Details:

· The main library is 15 miles from some neighborhoods.

· Using public transportation costs money and takes time.

· The libraries must serve more than 500,000 people.


Planning: Gathering Details and Stating an Opinion
In the chart below, list three reasons, beginning with the strongest, for supporting the position you chose.  Then list details that support each reason.
	Reason:

	Supporting Details:


	Reason:

	Supporting Details:




	Reason:

	Supporting Details:


Then plan a counterargument.

	Reason against position:

	Response or counterargument:

	Supporting Details:


Write Your Opinion Statement
Your opinion statement should clearly state your opinion about the topic or problem you have chosen to write about.  It should also introduce your supporting reasons.  Here is the opinion statement from “Save Our Branch Libraries.”


Branch libraries are important (the writer’s opinion) because they promote culture and education, provide convenient access to information for residents in all neighborhoods, and save people time and money (introduces the supporting reasons).
Write your opinion statement here:

The parts of a Persuasive Essay
Persuasive writing tries to convince the reader to think or act in a certain way.  In your persuasive essay, you want to convince the reader to agree with your opinion and support your call to action. You should include at least three main reasons with supporting details to back up your opinion.  You should also respond to at least one of the reasons against your opinion.

Beginning – Get the reader interested in the problem, give background information if needed, and state your opinion (claim/thesis/position) clearly.

Middle – Present the arguments/reasons and the details that support them.  Address an opposing viewpoint (counterargument).

Ending – Restate your opinion (claim/thesis/position) in a fresh, interesting way or make a call to action.

Transition Words and Phrases
Here are some words that you can use to connect and move between your reasons and supporting details as you write.

Again       along with       also       another       finally       for instance       for this reason

in addition       in fact       in the same way       likewise       most importantly

next       similarly  
Writing: Starting Your Essay
The first paragraph of your persuasive essay should: 1) grab the reader's attention, 2) introduce your issue in a way that makes your reader care about it, and 3) state your opinion about it.

There are several effective ways to begin. Try one of these:

· Provide a dramatic, eye-opening statement.

· Open with an engaging story or personal experience.
· Begin with an informative quotation or dialogue.
· Ask a challenging question.
· Share important background information.

· Begin with an interesting fact or statistic.

· Start with an analogy or illustration.

· Give a detailed description.

· Relate your topic to well known current events.

Sample Beginning Paragraph:
This sample paragraph begins with a question. The opinion statement is underlined.

You could also reread the first paragraph of the sample persuasive essay on page 2.

When you walk to school, do you ever think about the sidewalks you are using to get there? Few people ever do, unless the sidewalks are cracked and dangerous to walk on. In many of our neighborhoods, the sidewalks are breaking apart. According to the Public Works Department, about 12 miles of city sidewalks are considered dangerous and need to be repaired. Such repairs, however, are expensive. Because of city budget cuts, the sidewalks get worse and worse. Existing sidewalks need to be repaired, and new sidewalks need to be built so that people can walk the streets safely, get to school and work on time, visit local businesses, and enjoy the city's parks and museums.
Your Beginning Paragraph:
In your writing notebook, write a beginning for your persuasive essay. Label it “Persuasive Essay Beginning.”  Remember to grab the reader's attention, identify your topic, and state your opinion. Also mention the supporting reasons that will appear in the body of the essay.  (Write about the topic you identified on page 12.  Don’t write about sidewalks - that was just a sample.)

A good opening for your essay will draw readers in.  Write a couple more openings in your writing notebook.  Label them “Alternate Openings.”

Next, share your writing with a classmate. After discussing your openings, circle the one that you will use in your essay. 
Writing: Developing the Middle
The middle paragraphs of your essay should present the arguments or reasons to support your claim/thesis/position.  Each paragraph should focus on one reason and its supporting details.  One paragraph should focus on a counterargument.  You should have at least three middle paragraphs.
Sample Middle Paragraph
This middle paragraph focuses on personal safety as a reason that sidewalks should be repaired.  Notice the different types of support that are used.

Personal safety is the most important reason that city sidewalks should be repaired. According to the local group Save Our Sidewalks (SOS), last year 73 people suffered injuries related to sidewalks. Half of those injuries resulted from accidents caused by sidewalks that had been improperly cleared of snow and ice. The other injuries were caused by uneven, unstable, or missing pavement. One victim, Jennifer O'Neil, was walking her dog when she tripped on a broken section of sidewalk. She was hospitalized with a broken ankle. Mrs. O'Neil said that she knew the sidewalk wasn't stable, but she was afraid to walk her dog in a busy street. "I didn't want to get hit by a bicycle or a car." People should not have to make such choices.
In your writing notebook, write the middle paragraphs (at least three) for your persuasive essay.  Label them “Persuasive Essay Middle.”  Remember to focus on a different reason for each paragraph.  Then add details to support each reason.  (You identified your reasons and support on pages 11 and 12.)  Start with your most important reason.
Writing: Writing a Strong Ending
The ending of your persuasive essay should restate or reinforce your position and make a call to action.  The tricky part is to restate your position in a clever, interesting way.  Don’t just repeat yourself.  A call to action tells your readers what you want them to do to support your position.
Sample Ending Paragraph
The call to action is underlined.


The sidewalks are just as important to people, businesses, and the quality of life in this city as the roads are. Yet 10 times more funding is available for repairing roads than for repairing sidewalks. As a result, many people must walk in dangerously busy streets in order to get to work or to stores. Poorly maintained sidewalks result in many people being injured every year. That means that people should raise the sidewalk issue at city council meetings, join groups like Save Our Sidewalks, and write editorials to local newspapers. After all, without safe sidewalks, city life can be both difficult and dangerous.
In your writing notebook, write the ending paragraph of your persuasive essay.  Label it “Persuasive Essay Ending.”  Be sure to restate or reinforce your position and make a call to action.
Writing: Forming a Complete First Draft
Take the beginning, middle, and end of your persuasive essay from your writing notebook and put them together to form your persuasive essay.  Type them using Word.  If you can’t get to a computer, you can write your essay by hand, but it must be neat and easy to read.
· Put your name, hour, and date in the heading, like this:


Bart Simpson


1st Hour

· Include page numbers in the upper right corner.

· Center your title.

· Use the default page margins.

· Double space your text.

· Indent your paragraphs.

· Use a simple, classic font like Times New Roman.

· Use 12 point text.

· All text should be justified left except the title and the page numbers.

· Name your file like this:


Lastname Firstname Hour Title


Simpson Bart 1st Hour Monkey Hats Matter

· Save your file to your H: drive.  Ask for help if you don’t know how.

Revising: Avoiding False Arguments
Your editorial needs reasoning that is strong and logical.
Read the explanations and examples of false arguments below, then rewrite the arguments so that the reasoning is more logical.
Slippery Slope: This is a conclusion based on the premise that if A happens, then eventually, through a series of small steps, Z will happen too, basically equating A and Z. So, if we don't want Z to occur, A must not be allowed to occur either. 
Example: If we ban large SUVs because they are bad for the environment, eventually the government will ban all cars.
In this example, the author is equating banning SUVs with banning all cars, which is not the same thing.
More logical:  If we ban large SUVs, it will be hard on people with large families who live in areas that get lots of snow. 
Circular Argument: This restates the argument rather than actually proving it.
Example: President Obama is a good communicator because he speaks effectively.
In this example, the conclusion that Obama is a "good communicator" and the evidence used to prove it, "he speaks effectively," are basically the same idea.
More logical: 
Either/or: This is a conclusion that oversimplifies the argument by reducing it to only two sides or choices.
Example: We can either stop using cars or we can destroy the earth.
In this example, the two choices are presented as the only options, yet the author ignores a range of choices in between such as developing cleaner technology, car-sharing systems for necessities and emergencies, or better community planning to discourage daily driving.
More logical:

Next: Check your editorial and fix any false arguments or illogical thinking that you find, or trade papers with a classmate and check each other's thinking.
Revising: Peer Responding

Have a classmate read your persuasive essay and complete the response sheet below. (And do the same for them.)  Be sure to look carefully to see if all three parts are doing what they are supposed to do.  The beginning should get the reader’s attention and introduce the problem.  The middle paragraphs should each present one reason and support that reason.  The end should remind the reader about the importance of the problem and make a call to action.

Author:




Responder:

Title:

I like:

I would change:

Strong ideas, words, and phrases: 

Revising: Using a Checklist
Use the following checklist to help you review and revise your first draft. Make changes in your draft as needed so that your persuasive essay contains a strong opinion statement, clearly supported reasons, and a logical call to action.
Revising Checklist
Yes
No
Does the first paragraph give background info or a reason to care about the 

problem?

Yes
No
Does the first paragraph clearly state the problem/thesis/claim?

Yes
No
Does the second paragraph offer a clear argument with support?

Yes
No
Does the third paragraph offer a clear argument with support?

Yes
No
Does the fourth paragraph offer a clear argument or response to a 



counterargument with support?
Yes
No
Does the last paragraph present a solution or a call to action?

Yes
No
Is the persuasive essay is neat and easy to read?  (Complete sentences with 

capital letters and end punctuation, complete paragraphs, proper 



formatting, correct spelling, etc.)

Adding a Title
You need to write a title for your persuasive essay.  A title for persuasive writing reads almost like an advertising slogan or a bumper sticker. The title should hook your reader and introduce your opinion. Here are some guidelines to follow:
• Reflect your theme.

What is the theme of your essay?

• Use strong, colorful words.


We're a School, Not an Airport, not Rolling Backpacks Are a Real Problem
• Give the words rhythm.


Avoid Rush Hour at Harrison High, not Crowded Hallways Are a Problem

• Be imaginative.


Is Security in the Eye of the Beholder? not Security Cameras in Our School

In your writing notebook, write a few possible titles using these ideas.  Circle the best one.
Revising: Revise Your Essay
Reflect on the ideas in pages 17 to 20 and use them to make your persuasive essay better.

Focus on ideas that need to be changed. Add, cut, reorder, and rewrite different parts as needed.

Pay special attention to peer responses. Your peers are your audience, and your goal is to convince them to agree with you.
Save your first draft so that you have a record of the changes you have made.
Reflecting On Your Writing 

Complete these statements in your writing notebook:

1. The thing I like best about my persuasive essay is…

2. The part I would like to change is…

3. As a writer, I should work on…

4. While completing my persuasive essay, the main thing I learned about writing is…

Name ___________________________________________________     Hour ________

How I Improved My Persuasive Essay
Complete this page, remove it from this packet, and turn it in with your persuasive essay.

What changes did you make when you revised your essay?  Be specific.

For the most important change that you made, copy the passage before and after the change.

Before:

After:

The beginning clearly states an opinion (underlined).





The middle paragraphs present reasons that support the opinion.





Each paragraph discusses one reason.





Each reason is supported by facts or quotations.





  The ending restates the reasons and makes a call to action.
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