Unit 1 – Persuasive Essay Writing

Checklist 1 Notes:

Purpose

· Inform: Presents objective information; allows reader to interpret as he/she sees fit.

· Persuade:  Presents objective AND subjective information that encourages reader to adopt a certain attitude or take a specific position.

· How-To:  Tells how to accomplish a specific task; generally organized in chronological form.

· Narrative:  Presents information in story or chronological form.

· Descriptive:  Presents information in an illustrative manner.  
Format

· Essay

· Informal Letter

· Business Letter

· Newspaper Article

· Editorial 

· Proposal

· Pamphlet/Brochure

· Web Page

· Oral Presentation

· Multimedia Presentation

· Video Presentation

· Memos

· Reports

· Research Paper

· Advertisements/Flyer
Types of Organization

· Chronological – what happened first, second, third, etc.

· Classification – how it is arranged in space               
·  ex: top, middle, bottom                                                 
· ex:  mammals, fish, birds

· Position with reasons – requires the writer to take a stand on an issue and then support their opinion with solid reasons

· Comparison and Contrast – how specific items are alike and how they are different

· Advantage/Disadvantage – how the issue will affect the situation describing both benefits and disadvantages of the proposed policy, position, or issue.  
Writing Prompt 1:

The school board of trustees will meet next month to consider a proposal that will require all students to wear a standard school uniform to classes and school related activities.  Write a letter to your local newspaper proving your position on this issue and supporting it with details.  
Independent Practice:

· Killer whales and dolphins are thought to have intelligence near that of a human. Yet, they continue to be captured and exhibited in aquariums. Some people say that this is good because it educates the public and ultimately protects the animals in the wild. Others complain that we have no right to imprison intelligent, wild creatures. Write a letter to your congressman stating your opinion on this issue and giving convincing reasons for your position. 

· Current school policy requires that the Valedictorian and Salutatorian attend Shelbyville High School for all four years. Since our society has become more mobile, is this a reasonable policy? How long should a student be required to attend this school before becoming eligible for Valedictorian or Salutatorian? Write a letter to the school board stating your position and supporting it with convincing reasons. 

· Insurance reports indicate that teenage drivers are three times more likely to be involved in a serious auto accident than are older drivers. The state legislature, therefore, has been considering raising the minimum driving age from sixteen to eighteen. If such a policy is enacted, insurance rates are expected to drop overall by thirty percent. Should the driving age be raised? Write a letter to your local state representative stating your position and providing persuasive reasons

· Some people believe that human life begins at conception and that the fetus has the same rights as an infant. Others feel that a fetus is not truly human until it becomes viable, able to survive on its own, and that a woman has a constitutional right to do with her body as she feels correct. When does a fetus become a human being and at what point in a pregnancy should a woman no longer be allowed to abort a fetus? Write a letter to the President stating your position and supporting it with persuasive reasons. 
Persuasive Checklist 2 Notes:

Informative Checklist 2
· Definition

· Causes 

· Effects

· Related Details (50)
Narrative Checklist 2
·  Background

· Significant Events

· Event Details

· Resulting Effects

· Related Details (24)
Descriptive Checklist 2
·  Divisions

· Characteristics

· Comparisons

· Function

· Related Details (50)
How-To Checklist 2
· Materials

· Major Steps

· Tips for Success

· Special Considerations

· Related Details (25)

Questions to help with Elaboration:

Who is involved?  


What is happening?

What are examples? 

What is it different than?

What causes it?  


What laws are there about it?

What is it similar to?    

What is the true cause?

Why is it better?


How will this work?

Where is it occurring?

What is it a part of?

What is it worse than?

What do you mean?

How will I find out more?

How would you define it?

How often does it occur?

What do people say about it?

Why is it happening?

Why is it important?

What effects does it have?

What is its purpose?

What group(s) will be affected?

Thesis Notes:

Outline:

Outlines are used for putting thoughts together in a logical manner BEFORE you begin writing.


I. Introduction



A.
Attention Getter



B. 
Thesis



C.
Preview


II.  Body



A. Reason I




1.  Characteristic/Example




2.  Characteristic/Example




3.  Characteristic/Example



B.  Reason II




1.  Characteristic/Example




2.  Characteristic/Example




3.  Characteristic/Example



C.  Reason III




1.  Characteristic/Example




2.  Characteristic/Example




3.  Characteristic/Example


III.  Conclusion



A.  Review



B.  Restate



C.  Concluding Thought

Sample Outline:

I. Introduction

A.
On Monday the school board for Shelbyville I.S.D. will consider adopting a new dress code that will require students to wear uniforms. 

B. 
Community members should call local school board members and encourage them to adopt a policy that would require students to wear standard school uniforms. 

C.
First, the policy will not have a significant effect upon student self expression.  Next, the new dress code will help control the rising cost of school clothing.  Finally, and most importantly, a uniform policy will encourage a sense of unity and uniformity among the student body. 


II.  Body



A. Uniforms will be cost efficient




1.  cost of clothing




2.  simple example - jeans




3.  poor vs. rich



B.  Encourage School Spirit




1. Racism




2.  Central identity




3.  all in the “same boat”



C.  Promotes cooperation/purpose 




1.  Purpose of education




2.  eliminate distractions




3.  train for business world


III.  Conclusion

A.  A change in school dress code will not cripple the student’s right to self expression.  It will, however, help control the spiraling cost of school clothing and help establish a sense of unity and uniformity among the students.

B.  Therefore, the school board of Shelbyville I.S.D. should adopt the new dress code that requires uniforms. 
C.  I strongly encourage all students and parents to support this change in policy and voice their opinions. 
Introductory Statement or Attention Getter

· Anecdote:  a very brief story that makes a specific point or draws attention

· Description:  a vivid, detailed description can set the mood and stimulate the reader’s attention

· Analogy: a comparison between your subject and something very different

· Question:  provokes thought and centers the reader’s attention on the subject matter

· Quotation:  introduces a topic and gives it the credibility of an authority voice

· Startling Statement:  a fact, idea, or projection that has a serious impact
Thesis

Essay Preview

· Introduces the key components of the prepare and allows the reader to keep track of the important issues
Three body paragraphs should include

· Topic Sentence:  A mini thesis for each paragraph.  States the main idea of the paragraph and provides direct support for the main thesis. 

· Specific Details:  examples, statistics, evidence, and discussions

· Conclusion/Transition: A single sentence at the end of a body paragraph that briefly summarizes and connects
Review :Summarizes the content the paper and remind the reader of the key components discussed 

Restate Thesis:  repeat slightly reworded to remind the reader

Concluding Thought:  A final though that …

· Requests the reader to do something

· Leaves a lasting impression on the reader

· Contains references that will assist the reader in locating additional information on the topic
Detail and Support

A common mistake made by unskilled writers is the failure to support their topic sentence with facts, statistics, sound opinions, examples, and thorough discussion.  Students should try to remember that the reader may not agree with the author’s poison and that the author must “prove” their statements are true.  The following examples illustrate a few simple tools used to develop support for topic sentences:

· Facts or Statistics – A true statement proven with reference material or first-hand observation.

· Sensory Details – Descriptions that appeal to the senses.

· Incidents – an interesting or significant event used to illustrate a point. 

· Quotations – a quote or opinion from an expert may give a greater weight and add credibility. 

· Examples 

· Opinions – demonstrate a point. Make sure opinions are sound.

Conclusions/Transitions

Conclusion and transition sentences are located at the end of each body paragraph to summarize and connect with the next paragraph.  These sentences are necessary to prevent the paragraph from ending to abruptly, causing confusion by a sudden switch to a new idea.  The basic conclusion simply concludes the body paragraph; more advanced sentence draw a conclusion and prepare the reader for the next paragraph. The following examples illustrate a few simple conclusion/transition sentences. 

1. A simple conclusion: Parents need not to be concerned about the cost of uniforms.  

2. Conclusion/Transition: Not only shouldn't parents be concerned with the cost of uniforms, but they also can be encouraged by how it will enhance the educational process. 

3. Complex Conclusion/Transition: School uniforms are readily available, low cost, and equalize differences among the social classes; keeping these factors in mind will assist parents in visualizing how this also overshadows any difficulties with individual freedom and expression. 

Review

Essay reviews are very similar to essay previews summarizing the content the paper and reminding the reader of the key components discussed. The following examples illustrate a few simple review methods: 

1. Review: In conclusion, school uniforms discourage students from expressing individuality, they interfere with the development of self-responsibility, and they unduly infringe upon one of the few freedoms students possess. 

2. Summary: In conclusion, school uniforms will not solve the problems within our educational system, but they will create a number of disadvantages that include discouraging individual expression, interfering with self-responsibility, and unnecessarily limiting a student's freedom. 

3. Generalize: In conclusion, a change in the dress code will have few positive effects on the educational process, but it will produce a number of negative effects that will hamper the development of many higher order skills not obtained from a textbook. 

4. Question: In conclusion, is school an army camp or a place where our students are expected to grow and develop as individuals? Should teachers mold our young people into exact replicas of themselves or should they simply guide our teenagers into maturity? Will an adult always be there when they are forced to make the hard decision or should they help build responsibility that will allow our children to make wise choices when they are alone?     

Restate Thesis

This is the sentence similar to the one in the introductory paragraph. It should be written immediately after the essay review and should be reworded slightly emphasizing the importance of the issue.

Concluding Thought

Now that the presentation has been made, what does the author expect the reader to do with the information? How should the facts be applied? What should the reader do next? A "final thought" that (1) requests the reader to do something, (2) leaves a lasting impression on the reader, or (3) contains references that will assist the reader in locating additional information on the topic. The following examples illustrate a few simple uses of a concluding thought: 

1. Personal: You have a voice in the education of our children. Call the members of your school board and ask them to vote YES on the school uniform issue. 

2. Assertive: The school belongs to the taxpayers in the local community; they have a voice in the policies that affect the community. Call the local school board members and have them vote for adopting such an important policy. 

3. Question: Should students be required to wear school uniforms? How much control should school officials have over our children? Voice your opinion - call you school board members. 

4. Impression: Should our schools be the center for teenager fashion design or a place that promotes the value of an education? Let's keep our children's' eyes focused on what is really important - knowledge! 

5. Additional Information: For additional information on the new school uniform policy, contact your local campus administrator. 

Minimum Requirements

A paper must contain all of the elements outlined in this unit - sentences do not necessarily have to be well written or completely coherent, but they must be present. The introductory and concluding paragraphs must contain at least three sentences and all three body paragraphs each must contain at least five sentences each. Additionally, students must generate an appropriate Checklist #1, Checklist #2, thesis, and outline before writing a first draft. 

Additional/Advanced Measures

Students wishing to obtain a grade higher than 70 percent should concentrate on "spicing" up their sentences with creative thought, higher-level vocabulary, and advanced sentence structure.

Assignment

Using the writing prompts completed in the previous sections, generate a draft for at least one writing situation. Complete as many sample situations necessary to master this portion of the writing process. Be sure to have your teacher check your work frequently. Select your best first draft and submit it to the teacher as a graded assignment.

Sample Draft EssaY
Student Uniforms

(1)(A) On November 7, 1997, the school board for the Shelbyville Independent School District will meet to consider adopting a new dress code that will require students to wear uniforms. (l)(B) The local community should encourage the school board to adopt the new policy for three basic reasons. (I)(C) First, the policy will not have a significant effect upon student self-expression. Next, the new dress code will help control the rising cost of school clothing. Finally and most importantly, a uniform policy will encourage a sense of unity and uniformity among the student body. 

(II)(A) One of the arguments against a new dress code requiring student uniforms is that individual self-expression and creativity will be sharply limited. This, however, is not the case. (II)(A)(1) The style and fashion of the clothing that most students now wear is dictated by popular fads and trends which are not indicative of self-expression or creativity. Most students will conform to the uniformity of these fads in order not to be out-of-style. (II)(A)(2) Poorer students, on the other hand, cannot afford the lavish prices required to purchase trendy attire and are left out in the cold. (II)(A)(3) Students need not feel that they are simply clones of one another; outlets for individual self-expression and creativity are available through creative writing assignments, music classes, theatre courses, and art programs. (Conclusion/Summary) A student may best express his individuality while at school by distinguishing himself in areas of academics, athletics activities, and through courses offered in the fine arts. 

(II)(B) If the new dress code is passed, parents will experience a sigh of relief. Such a policy will drastically reduce the amount of money spent every August on school clothing. (II)(B)(1) Trendy styles can quickly exhaust the pocketbook of most households. The price for a shirt or blouse can easily range from $30.00 to $60.00, a pair of slacks from $60.00 to $100.00, and a pair of shoes from $75.00 to $180.00. (II)(B)(2) Comparatively, school uniforms will be moderately priced. For example, a shirt or blouse should fall in a price range between $15.00 and $20.00, a pair of slacks between $20.00 and $25.00, and a pair of shoes between $30.00 and $45.00. (II)(B)(3) Parents interested in further economizing will be able to obtain, after the first year, uniform items in the form of hand-me-downs. (Conclusion/Summary) Clearly, a school uniform policy will be economically sound from a parent's point of view. 

(II)(C) The purpose of school is to provide academic as well as social opportunities. Many students who come from a family with a moderate or low income are experiencing a social prejudice because they cannot afford the expensive clothing of their counterparts. A new dress code policy requiring the use of uniforms will help alleviate such a problem. (II)(C)(1) With every student wearing clothing of a similar style and construction, no one will appear out of place or be the object of ridicule because of their family's financial situation. (II)(C)(2) Correspondingly, a student's sense of belonging to one entity - the school - will be improved. (II)(C)(3) Teachers will also be better able to enforce the dress code uniformly since the dress code will consist of a standard uniform. (Conclusion/Summary) These uniformities will improve the overall school climate and thereby enhance learning. 

(III)(A) A change in the school dress code will not cripple the students' right to self- expression. It will, however, help control the spiraling cost of school clothing and help establish a sense of unity and uniformity among the students. (III)(B) Therefore, the school board of the Shelbyville Independent School District should adopt the new dress code that requires students to wear uniforms. (III)(C) I strongly encourage all students and parents to support this change in policy and voice their opinions to the board members.
Revising Checklist

The first draft is simply that - a draft - an incomplete work. While the basic structure of the first draft may be solid, it is through revisions in elaboration, coherence, and mechanics that choice papers are created. Student revising their papers by using the following elements: 

· Minimum Requirements: Does your essay contain all of the required components? Introductory statement, thesis, essay preview, topic sentences, topic sentence support, and transitions between paragraphs? Label them as they are labeled in the example.

· Elaboration: Does the paper provide sufficient details, examples, statistics, and explanation to support the thesis and assist the reader in understanding the purpose of the paper? What additional information is needed to ensure that the topic has been comprehensively discussed? 

· Coherence: Is the paper held together with a common purpose? Insert transitions to bridge different ideas. Generally, each body paragraph should contain at least three transitions. 

· Simple Sentences: Count the number of simple sentences in your paper ( a single subject and single verb. Can you combine small sentences to make them more complex? (Betty was hungry. Betty ate a large meal. -> Being hungry, Betty consumed a large meal.)
· Sentence Structure: How many simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentences are present? Do I utilize a variety of patterns, arrangements, and structures? How can I communicate the same amount of information with fewer words?

· Vocabulary: How many two and three letter ( e.g. saw, got, go, etc. ( words do you use? Underline each small word in blue ink and count them. Can some of them be replaced with more complex words that provide detail and description? (saw -> viewed, got -> acquired, go -> travel)

· Action Verbs: How many linking verbs do you use? (is, was, were, be, am, seems, etc.) Underline each linking verb in red and count them. Can you combine sentences to reduce the number of linking verbs? (Betty was hungry. Betty ate a large meal. -> Being hungry, Betty consumed a large meal.)

· Passive Voice: Vivid action verbs are strongly preferred over auxiliary verbs. (She will go to the store and will buy a loaf of bread.) How many auxiliary verbs do you use? Draw a blue circle around each auxiliary verb, and count them. How many can you replace with active voice? (She plans to go shopping and purchase a loaf of bread.)

· First Person Pronouns: How many time do you use “I” in your paper. Count them. You should limit first person to your introductory statement and concluding though. Use third person to make the essay seem more objective. How many I’s can you eliminate? You should also avoid the word “you” in formal papers.

· Pronoun Shifts: Are you consistent with singular/plural, feminine/masculine, and personal pronouns? (The students went to the store, and he had fun. -> The students went to the store, and they had fun.)

· Specific Details: How definitive are the details you use? (She ate a large meal.) Can you be more specific? (She consumed a meal of three cheeseburgers, two large fries, and a 16 ounce Dr. Pepper.)

· Vagueness: Ambiguity ( interpreted in a variety of ways ( not good. When you write, “He is a big person.” Do you mean his is physically tall, fat, powerful, or important? Be specific.

· Examples: How many examples did you include in your paper? Count them. If you have less than three, can you add a few more to elaborate your intended meaning?

· Redundancy: Do you repeat the same word, phrase, or idea repeatedly? Carefully examine your work to see if there if a problem of redundancy. Count the number of instances.

· Variety: Do you repeat the same word or phrase over and over and over again? Do you alternate between pronouns and their antecedent? Do you use a thesaurus to substitute repetitive words?

· Parallelism: Do your series follow the same patterns? (She controlled the remote control, changed channels frequently, and was making everyone unhappy. -> She controlled the remote, changed channels frequently, and upset everyone.)

· Verb Shifts: Are you consistent with past, present, and future verbs? (She was hungry, went to the store, and will get a loaf of bread. -> She was hungry so she went to the store and bought a loaf of bread.) 

· Comma Splices: Sticking two sentences together with a comma but not coordinating conjunction. (He laughed, she cried. -> He laughed, and she cried. Or He laughed; she cried.)

· Other Mechanics: Has the paper been written in an intelligible language? Errors in Standard English usage leave a poor impression on the reader. Be especially careful to identify fragments (A sentence lacking either a subject or verb.) and subject-verb disagreements (The books is hard to read.). 

· Spelling: Be especially cautious of homophones ( words that sound the same but are spelled differently.

· Formatting: Have you checked your margins, heading, headers, and page numbers?
******Utilizing the typed copy of your first essay, make at least 50 changes in your paper illustrating the items contained within the revising checklist. 
	Content:
	30 – 27
	EXCELLENT: substantive understanding of subject - complete development of thesis - detailed - elaborate use of examples and facts

	
	26 – 24
	GOOD: good understanding of subject - adequate development of thesis - use of details/elaboration - moderate use of examples and facts

	
	23 – 21
	AVERAGE: adequate understanding of subject - moderate development of thesis details/elaboration present - needs attention to elaboration

	
	20 – 16
	 POOR: limited understanding of subject - limited development of thesis - limited use of details/elaboration - needs great attention to elaboration

	
	0
	UNSATISFACTORY: does not demonstrate understanding of subject - inadequate elaboration does not meet requirements 

	Organization:
	20 – 18
	EXCELLENT: productive sequence - ideas clearly stated/expressed - cohesive - effective well organized convincing – persuasive

	
	17 – 16
	GOOD: logically sequenced - ideas easy to follow/understand - moderate use of transitions - overall effective - supportive of thesis – informative

	
	15 – 14
	AVERAGE: adequately sequenced - main ideas stand out - some use of transitions - loosely organized - workable but needs improvement

	
	13 – 10
	POOR: loosely sequenced - ideas disjointed or confused few or no transitions present - overall ineffective - choppy - ideas out of order

	
	0
	UNSATISFACTORY: inadequately sequenced - little attention given to organization does not follow outline does not meet requirements 

	Vocabulary:
	20 – 18
	EXCELLENT: effective sentence variety and phrase diversity - correct agreement, tense, number, etc. - sophisticated level and complexity

	
	17 – 16
	GOOD: moderate sentence variety and phrase diversity - correct agreement, tense, number, etc. - moderate level and complexity

	
	15 – 14
	AVERAGE: some sentence variety and phrase diversity few errors in agreement, tense, number, etc. - adequate level and complexity

	
	13 – 10
	POOR: inadequate sentence variety and phrase diversity frequent errors in agreement, tense, number, etc. - requires proofreading and revising

	
	0
	UNSATISFACTORY: little or no sentence or phrase variety - dominated by frequent errors in syntax and construction – inadequate

	Sentences:
	20 – 18
	EXCELLENT: sophisticated range - precise word choice - creative - figurative language - mastery - advanced use of technical terminology

	
	17 – 16
	GOOD: effective range – good word choice - some creativity and figurative language noted - on grade level - communicates effectively

	
	15 – 14
	AVERAGE: adequate range - occasional errors of word form, choice, or usage - limited use of figurative language or creativity some variety

	
	13 – 10
	POOR: inadequate range - errors of word form, choice, or usage - below grade level - little or no creativity - vague - slang - needs attention

	
	0
	UNSATISFACTORY: meaning confused or obscured - little command of vocabulary – little attention noted - does not meet requirements

	Proofing: 
	10
	EXCELLENT: demonstrates mastery - no significant errors noted 

	
	8
	GOOD: few errors in spelling, punctuation, etc. good proofreading

	
	6
	AVERAGE: some errors in spelling, punctuation, etc. - needs work

	
	4
	POOR: frequent notable errors - needs immediate attention

	
	0
	UNSATISFACTORY: no notable effort made to proofread work


1. Research suggests that students score better on standardized test when they attend year-round school compared to those who attend schools with traditional schedules.  The school board will meet next month to consider switching to year-round school.  If this policy is adopted, students would attend the same number of days, but will have a two-week break between each grading period.  Write a letter to the local newspaper stating your position on this issue and supporting your thesis with convincing reasons.  

2. The principal is considering eliminating elective classes and requiring all students to attend all regular state tested classes.  Each student is expected to have their report card grade drop, but their TAKS scores will hopefully improve.  Write a letter to the principal stating your position on this issue supporting your thesis with convincing reasons.  .  

3. Current school policy forbids students from leaving campus during lunch.  Many students feel that this policy places an undue restriction upon them.  Should they be allowed to leave school property during lunch?  Write a letter to the school superintendent stating your position on this issue and supporting your thesis with convincing reasons.  

4. The President of the United States is considering enacting legislation that would require all high school graduates to serve wither in the military or Civilian Service Corp before receiving any federal college financial aid or student loans.  Many people support this policy believing that this type of service would improve a student’s appreciation for college.  Write an editorial for your local newspaper stating your position and supporting your thesis with convincing reasons.

5. In the past, a rule was established that required all proms to take place on the high school campus.  The junior class is trying to convince the school board to allow them to have the prom off campus this year.  Write a letter to the school board stating your position.  Be sure to provide convincing reasons.  If you think that the prom should be permitted to be off campus, what, if any, restrictions should the school board place on location?

6. Some students and parents feel safe knowing the school has the right to monitor and control student activity while on campus.  Others feel that searching student’s lockers and backpacks or installing cameras on campus is a violation of their rights.  What is your position on this issue?  Write a letter the state legislature stating your position with convincing reasons.  

7. Many people believe that having students involved in playing sports is a positive thing because it encourages team mentality and helps fight obesity.  Other people are convinced that playing sports does irreversible damage to young growing bodies and can damage self esteem.  Do you believe playing sports in junior high and high school are good for us?  Write a letter to a local newspaper stating your position and providing convincing reasons.

