MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN

THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC 
AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)
AND 
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH 

HOSTEL FEDERATION (IYHF)
CONCERNING THE CAMPAIGN FOR INTERNATIONAL 

PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING

UNESCO Headquarters

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL 

ORGANIZATION (UNESCO) AND THE INTERNATIONAL

YOUTH HOSTEL FEDERATION (IYHF)

CONCERNING THE CAMPAIGN FOR INTERNATIONAL 

PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING

1.
FRAMEWORK

UNESCO’s Constitution declares that “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed”.  With this goal in mind, the Member States determined “…. to increase the means of communication between their peoples and to employ these means for the purposes of mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other’s lives”, with a view to ensuring a more solid foundation for peace.


IYHF’s aims, as stated in its Constitution, are: “to promote the education of all young people of all nations, but especially young people of limited means, by encouraging in them a greater knowledge, love and care of the countryside and an appreciation of the cultural values of towns and cities in all parts of the world, and an ancillary thereto to provide hostels or other accommodation in which there shall be no distinctions of race, nationality, colour, religion, sex, class or political opinions and thereby to develop a better understanding of fellow men at home and abroad”.  Founded in Germany in 1908, hostelling has grown to encompass 60 organizations around the world, involving 3.2 million members and 35 million overnight stays.


Convinced that intercultural youth exchange is one of the most effective means whereby young people can experience and encounter the diverse social, cultural, linguistic and religious traditions of the globe, and that it would, therefore, be conducive to a “more perfect knowledge of each other’s lives”, UNESCO desires to promote young people’s access to mobility and to a variety of educational and cultural experiences.  Mobility and cultural enrichment should be accessible to all young people, irrespective of their educational, social, economic or geographic background or status.  A variety of youth accommodation operations exist which promote young people’s access to this intercultural exposure and enrichment.

UNESCO has determined, in consultation with the relevant international non-governmental organizations, that concerted action is needed to consolidate current efforts in the youth accommodation field, and to promote, through the use of already existing structures and networks, the requisited synergy to facilitate access for all young people in as many countries as possible, and from all social strata, to mobility and to relevant educational, social and cultural facilities and services.

Accordingly, UNESCO and IYHF have agreed to combine their efforts and to launch a joint project to be known (provisionally) as The UNESCO-IYHF Campaign for International Peace and Understanding.

This project is an expression of the goals shared by the two organizations in the promotion of international understanding for cultural diversity through the development of educational, social and cultural travel on the one hand, and the access of young people to accommodation and experiences in a number of educational, social and cultural activities on the other.

2.
AIMS


UNESCO and IYHF, in the pursuit of international peace and understanding through the analysis, development and promotion of cultural diversity and dialogue, agree:

2.1
To jointly develop and implement a series of initiatives on cultural dialogue and diversity under the banner of The UNESCO – IYHF Campaign for International Peace and Understanding.  UNESCO’s logo and the IYHF logo will be used in conjunction with this campaign on all relevant promotional materials, selected hostels, international guides and the IYHF website, subject to prior written authorisation for each category having been obtained from UNESCO.

2.2
To support the free exchange of young people between nations;
2.3
To work with UNESCO Clubs and the UNESCO Associated Schools Programme and other relevant youth networks to facilitate the exchange of young people through the use of IYHF-recognised hostels; and

2.4 To cooperate in the development of awards programmes, for which they agree to seek outside finance.

3.
FINANCE
3.1
The terms of reference for the specific programme activities shall be the subject of separate negotiations, and the related financial arrangements will be defined in a separate contractual agreement to be signed by both parties.

4.
UNDERTAKINGS 

4.1
Within the framework of the abovementioned joint campaign, and in accordance with the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), IYHF agrees to publicise the agreed-upon programme activities in every country where there are IYHF-recognised national associations, associate members and accredited agents.  It further agrees to distribute relevant UNESCO materials and publications to its members via its worldwide network.

4.2
UNESCO agrees to promote IYHF among its Member States, and in particular their National Commissions to UNESCO, and all relevant, recognised, international non-governmental organizations.  It further agrees to seek their cooperation in the launching and expansion of the scheme.

4.3
UNESCO agrees to facilitate negotiations with Member States which express an interest in using IYHF-recognised hostels or in participating in IYHF-managed programmes.

4.4
Support, assistance or cooperation for the joint programme offered by IYHF to any other organization(s) shall be concluded by them after formal consultation with UNESCO.

4.5
Regular exchange of information shall be maintained between UNESCO and IYHF, who agree to consult each other on all matters relating to the launching and administration of the scheme.  IYHF shall submit their annual and audit reports to UNESCO.  UNESCO shall be consulted on the contents of any prospectus or other documentation prepared by IYHF to promote the scheme.

5.
COMPLEMENTARY ENGAGEMENTS
5.1 Unless authorised by UNESCO, beforehand and in writing, IYHF shall not be authorised, and shall not authorise any third party, to use UNESCO’s name and/or logo in any manner.

5.2 IYHF undertakes not to allow any office or person participating in IYHF-related events to act contrary to UNESCO’s ideals and principles.

6. NOTICES
6.1 Notices and correspondence between the parties shall be sent to the following addresses: 

At UNESCO:

At IYHF:

Head, Youth Section
Chief Executive Officer
Bureau of Strategic Planning
IYHF

UNESCO

1st Floor Fountain House

7, Place Fontenoy
Parkway, Welwyn Garden City

75352 Paris 07 SP
Hertfordshire, AL8 6JH

France

England

6.2
The parties will inform each other of any change of address.

7. AMENDMENTS TO THE MEMORANDUM
7.1
Proposed amendments to this MoU may be submitted by either signatory at least six weeks prior to a joint meeting of the two parties.

7.2
Amendments to the MoU can only be made by mutual agreement.

8.
DURATION
8.1
The present MoU shall come into force upon signature by both parties, and shall remain in force for a period of three years from that date.  

8.2
If both parties express a desire to extend or replace this MoU, they shall meet before the expiration of this MoU to discuss the matter.

Harish Saxena

Koïchiro Matsuura 
President

Director-General 
IYHF 

UNESCO 
Signature:
Signature:

Place and date:
Place and date:
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