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Graduation Speech 2009

Class of 2009! Family! Friends, Teachers! We Made It!

I have often thought that life is like a Rubik’s cube. When you first get the cube, the colors and pattern fit together nicely. There is the initial temptation to immediately turn the squares to try to solve the puzzle. Then the hesitation sets in. What if I don’t succeed in solving it? Will I ever be able to learn the solution? It is easy to leave it in its original form. However, what is the point of having the cube if you never try to solve it?

On this day, I am 13 years of Shady Side Academy education in its final form. I am the solved Rubik’s cube. Everything I have learned while at Shady Side has been a twist and turn, revealing triumphs and failures. But without mistakes, there would not be a solved Rubik’s cube. The Senior School administrators always preach to us to make good decisions. Too bad I didn’t get that message before I grew my hair into an afro!

As I stand before you today, I represent not only the graduating class and myself, but all 125 years of Shady Side that have come before me. The students and teachers before us took risks and experimented with new ideas that have shaped Shady Side into the institution we know today. Shady Side Academy started in 1883. Look around at what you see now. Do you think the first graduating class, of 2 students, thought any of this could be possible? Taking the risk to start something new culminated in this school. Be thankful for what the members of this community have done over the past 125 years, both at school and once they’ve graduated. Return the favor by providing even more opportunities for future students.

I recently saw an old picture of the senior quad. One thing I noticed was the flagpole, still in the same place it is now. I cannot tell you how many times I have told
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someone to “meet me at the flagpole” and I imagine students from the past doing the same. Graduates, we are the ones who have had the opportunity to look at this flagpole every day, like students have since the Fox Chapel Campus opened in 1922. We are among the group of people to now call ourselves Shady Side Academy alumni. Shady Side instills in us a strong sense of community, and if you take anything away from that, be it that you know how privileged we are to be in that alumni group. Work twice as hard in college, live twice as hard in life, and do it for those that don’t have the same opportunities we do.

Shady Side has impacted us in a similar way to those past students. We can read, write, solve math problems, and talk about US history as well as any high school student. But Shady Side has brought us beyond that point. We cannot only read, but also analyze and understand the emotions an author is trying to portray. We can write opinion papers that clearly express our arguments. We can solve problems not only in math, but also in any area of life, because we can formulate various solutions. And as far as the date of the American Revolution, well that’s an easy one to remember, but we know why the American colonists felt the way they did, and what actually caused them to revolt.

We stand today equipped will the full set of tools Shady Side has to offer, and we should be excited to wield them against what the world will throw our way. As much as Shady Side has changed us, I know we have changed it a little as well. Graduates, I hope future students remember us as we remember alumni Jay Apt, the astronaut, Eugene Baker, the NFL player, Chris Frantz, the drummer, David McCoullough, the two-time Pulitzer Prize Winner, and of course, Jonathan Zittrain, renowned professor and author who is here with us today.
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As for our senior class, how could anyone forget two Partner Senior Sages, the 13-1 Football team in the first season with Friday night lights, the State champion wrestlers and swimmers, the missing picture frame and snakeskin backpack, the assembly where everyone told jokes, Senior day on the Quad, and the Techno Dance. Think back upon the Ichiban runs before Spanish class, the senior mystery trip, and the 125th Anniversary celebrations. Let us congratulate the seniors who are star athletes and pushed themselves to be the very best. The seniors who sang and acted in the musical Barnum, those who debated their way to the state tournament, and the seniors who performed with the Jazz Combo as the opening act at the Untucked Concert. We have amongst us National Merit Scholar Finalists and National Latin Exam honorees. We have all impacted Shady Side Academy in one way or another, and when we enter college next year, be sure to take your talents with you. We are Shady Side Academy students, and shaking things up is what we do best!

What I ask myself on this day is “Am I happy?” We can all ask ourselves this. Parents, I am sure some of you are more than happy that your children are moving on, which means moving out of the house!

Yet how could I not be happy? I am here today with my friends, my family, my teachers, in a place where I could not feel more comfortable. I know this place, Shady Side Academy, better than anywhere else.

To Mr. Southard, Mr. LaCasse, and the entire faculty, we extend to you our gratitude for guiding us to this final moment. The opportunities that you have provided will forever influence us. I look out and see many of my best friends, my fellow Lifers, with whom I have been close since Kindergarten. I know the students, the teachers, the
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administrators, the janitors, Cindy, Fritz, and Rosanne. In a way I have mastered Shady Side Academy, but this did not happen until today.

Thank you to the teacher who instilled in me my love of music and inspired me to play new instruments. To the teacher who taught me to appreciate nature in its many forms. To the teacher with whom I share a love of Corned Beef. To he who provided me with a newfound love of movies. To the faculty member who directed me to perform at my athletic best. My appreciation to the teacher who has mentored me from Middle School Shakespeare through my high school years. This is what Shady Side Academy has to offer. To the freshman, sophomores and juniors: take advantage of it all.

Yes, today, all of our Rubik’s cubes are solved, and we have the next three months to admire them in their completed form. But come September, we will move on to new places, and the cube will be scrambled yet again. However, smile at this opportunity, because we already know how to solve it.

