Graduation Speech – Class of 2015 Saint Xavier High School - May 17, 2015

Graduates:

Welcome to this Day and to the meaning behind the dignity of this ceremony as you join the ranks of Saint Xavier’s alumni.

You have been school leaders at an historical time as we concluded the celebration of the school’s 150th Anniversary. Reflect for a moment on that history, on those who have gone before you, developing the philosophy, programs and facilities and paving the way for the opportunities you have had and the experiences we have shared. Soon it will be your responsibility to ensure a St. X experience for other students and that such opportunities are there and even better for them.

Then reflect one more time on our theme for the year: Together, we dream, we believe and we achieve. Those who walked the halls, took the classes and were part of the teams and activities before you continued to dream, developing a vision for what St. X has become and achieving in ways that propelled our school forward. And all along the way, they believed faithfully that God would walk with them and provide even more opportunities to learn, know, love and serve.

You have continued the traditions, stretched the vision and walked together in faith in all that we have asked you to do.

· I am proud of how you have integrated that theme and the message of God’s love very naturally with enthusiasm, yet with such humility---just as we see in the actions of Christ. Integrating the message - a mark of Catholic education!
· In efforts to share school spirit and involve one another in school life and in causes far and wide, you have built community, another hallmark of Catholic education;
· Through your leadership and example, you have trimmed a path for underclassmen, including them in the experiences so that they know how to continue traditions and to create new ones, just as you have done;
· In your service inside our building, around our city, at burials of the poor, in CT with students from other Xaverian schools, and far away in Belize, you have been the face of Christ, reflecting God’s love to brothers and sisters in need ---all human beings, sharing the same basic traits and needs as you and I; the call to serve ---another trait, charism or mark of Catholic education;
· In your academic achievements, abilities, senior awards and honors, and in the extraordinary university acceptances and scholarships recounted in the commencement program, your talents shine, reflecting the Master’s touch and signaling huge potential for your best yet to come.
Remember all these gifts come from God who must be very pleased in how you have developed and shared them as Tigers. Now, you have the responsibility to continue to grow in self-awareness, in wisdom, and in knowledge, preparing to do what

you have accomplished here in even greater ways wherever you find yourself and wherever there are needs along the way.

As you prepare to move on…

· Think of the opportunities you have had --- treasure the people around the experiences; use them to give you confidence to step-up and pursue your passion. Decide who you want to be and go for it. You have the tools to make it --- and to love the journey along the way;
· Think of the honors and awards you and your classmates have received ---- remember the leaders and those loyal to the tasks in which you were fortunate to participate;
· Think of your favorite activities and classes ---- remember your lab and project partners; those with whom you offered service; dances and prom; your teammates with whom you sweated on the run, in the weight room and in representing your school; retreat table groups; and teachers and coaches who framed all of the experiences;
· Think about how you are different because of your time at St. X and because of the people here with you. Use God’s strength, built into the very fibers of your arms, legs and hearts, to lift up one another and draw confidence and comfort from the experiences you have shared. Whether you go to university with 60 of your friends or choose a road less travelled, all of the members of your class, each of us who has taught and mentored you, and all St. X alumni go along with you, providing support and confidence as you make the best decisions you can and do
the right things when they matter most. That’s what we hope is inside you in part because of St. X.

You see, all of those experiences, some of which you probably didn’t understand fully or for which you didn’t have much use along the way, now define your class and extend the mystique that is St. X---all now part of you and for 151 years, always part of the plan. St. X, as an institution, is blessed and each one of us fortunate to share in this sacred work is blessed by your membership in this class - so comfortable with yourselves and easy to be around.

Now as we conclude, I invite you, our newest alumni, to remain seated while I ask all of the other alumni here to stand. Look around new graduates! Your alumni brothers welcome you and will walk with you as you continue to dream, to believe and to achieve what is in your heart.

Finally, I invite everyone to stand as we ask God to watch over this class. Let us bow our heads:

God of creation, continue the good work begun in these your sons. May they be faithful, striving to do what is right, and may they live Your Gospel simply, reflecting peace, love and compassion through their own humility, their trust in Your presence, and their zeal for all life. AMEN.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit --- AMEN.

