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22nd Congregation (FH) – Valedictory Speech by Chan Tsz Wing (BABS)

Good afternoon, distinguished guests, members of the Faculty, professors, my fellow graduates, ladies and gentlemen. My heart is filled with ginormous joy to give the valedictory speech on stage on behalf of my fellow graduates. First, I would love to thank you all for joining us on this auspicious occasion. Second, let me express my warmest congregations to my fellow classmates. A few years ago, we received admission letters that invited us to embark on this amazing journey of studying in this great institution. Graduation seemed so far away by then but time flies. Having gone through all those ups and downs during our studies, we are now standing here, reaping the harvest of our hard work and celebrating the end of one of the chapters of our great journey.

Unlike other students who successfully entered the university after public examination, my classmates and I went on different paths. Some of us were pursuing associate degrees or high diplomas in post-secondary institution, while some had already obtained their associate degrees and entered the work force for a while before we finally joined the PolyU. No matter which pathways we took, we all worked extra hard to get into the university and successfully completed our degrees. For those who took a longer path, including me, I must say that we are the lucky ones, and our hard work has been recognised.

I still remember when I first met my classmates on the Orientation day held two years ago. It took me some time to find the Theatre Lounge. When I entered the room, I saw lots of new faces and immediately felt the embarrassing atmosphere. Most classmates did not know each other and were arranged to sit together. The then new faces and strangers now became our dearest friends that we could never thought of losing. At first, I thought I would spend my university with studies, assignments and tests. But then I met classmates with different and charming personalities, and of course talents and willingness to learn. They brighten up my university life and support me whenever I’m lost or sad. Those seemingly endless nights when we worked together until we finished our group project; a warm touch from my back when I was getting nervous before presentation; every voice that soldiered me on during tough periods of my studies supported me all the way long. Friends are definitely an integral part of everyone’s university life.

No one succeeds without the help of others. I met a lot of passionate and inspiring lecturers at PolyU. Although we only met for a few hours every week during classes, they never hesitated to give us a helping hand when we encountered difficulties in our studies. They stayed after classes to answer our questions, gave detailed comments on our assignments so as to facilitate our improvement, arranged interesting class activities and visits to add fun elements to the ordinary lessons. They have adequately equipped and prepared us to face the job terrain head-on, so that we can fold up our sleeves and say “bring it on” to future challenges.

What exactly we have learnt from our programme? I believe everyone has a different answer. For me, I was a student of Bilingual Studies. The word “Bilingual” refers to English and Chinese. But we were not simply having English and Chinese lessons for sure. PolyU offered a wide range of courses for us to discover the wonders of language, there were courses about translation, linguistics, foreign languages and more. We could choose the courses according to our strength and interests. For me, I am always passionate about translation. During my study, I got to explore different kinds of translation, like business, legal and Chinese culture. Besides learning from the books and practicing through doing assignments and group projects, we also got to see how translation applies to real life since our lecturers arranged various
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activities such as visiting museum and law court for us. These learning experiences not only equipped us with the knowledge and skills we need at work, but also broadened our horizon to see the world outside the classroom so that we will not be trapped in an ivory tower and only discuss about theories without any practical application.

Our university not only provides quality education, but also ensures we are built socially and academically. Thanks to the nomination of PolyU, I was able to join the Hongkong Post and worked as an intern last summer. I joined the public relation department which gave me an insight towards the public relation sector as well as editorial work since I was given the chance to take part in the Hongkong Post website revamp. It also gave me the chance to communicate with the technician and programming teams. I also joined translation competitions organised by different institutions and won the first trophy in my life in one of them. Studying under such a conducive environment filled with awesome classmates and teachers, developing our talent by joining different activities; entering competitions and meeting friends from other institutions; applying for different scholarships; working as an intern in government sectors and private companies…these are only some of the great opportunities and resources PolyU provided us. The more I learn the more I realise education has more to offer than good grades. We have all overcome many challenges to get to where we are today, and each of us has achieved success in our own ways.

Someone said people nowadays have forgotten that education is supposed to be a tool to help you on your way to greatness, not the definition of how great you are. I used to let my identity as an “associate degree student” limit myself too, but now, I am going to make use of the things I learnt from the past four years and sail to the future. Although the path of our studies might have been bumpy, we met friends and teachers that support us. Those days when we studied together, chased by deadlines and worked until midnight, encouraged each other, took funny photos, and shared snacks and dreams are no doubt the best part of our university life. Thank you for always supporting me and standing by my side.

It’s time to leave our sweet and safe shelter. Although we are going to say goodbye to our dearest classmates, lecturers or even our carefree school life today, don’t be afraid of new beginnings, my friends. With persistence, courage and ability trained by PolyU, let’s embrace new challenges, achieve greater success and make a difference in our community. If you encounter setbacks, please be patient. Sometimes we have to go through the worst to get to the best. Life is tough, but so are we. So be fearless and spread our wings, soar to new heights.

Thank you.
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