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GI Tract Exercises
Study Exercises.  Review of the Elements of the Alimentary Tube.

On the following two pages is a chart or matrix of blank spaces.  Each space is the intersection of a horizontal row and a vertical column.  The items listed to the left of the rows and at the top of the columns are different regions of the gastro-intestinal tract.  You are to fill in each blank space with some item or items (i.e., cell type, tissue type) which is present in the region listed as the row title (to the left), but not present (or less obvious) in the column  title.  To get you started, one element of the matrix has been filled in (aside from the diagonals which are, of course, blank):  this entry says that one way of telling the lower esophagus from the cardiac stomach is that the esophagus has stratified squamous epithelium.  Obviously, many elements of the matrix can be filled with numerous items; others may be difficult for you to fill out.  The more you can add to the table, the better you understand the gut tube - especially if you retain this knowledge and integrate it into a logical framework.

One possible set (there are many) of appropriate entries is included for comparison with your answers.
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