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ALL DOCUMENTS PRINTED FOR JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. MUST CONFORM TO AMERICAN BANKING ASSOCIATION/ANSI STANDARDS AS DESCRIBED IN THE APPROPRIATE ACCREDITED STANDARDS COMMITTEE (ASC) X9 PUBLICATIONS.  ADDITIONAL STANDARDS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE APPROPRIATE ACCREDITED STANDARDS COMMITTEE (X9B) PUBLICATIONS WWW.X9.ORG.

If You Print Your Own Checks

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. MICR Quality Analysts want to help you print your checks as accurately and easily as possible.  To reduce processing errors and delays in transactions posting, apply all necessary MICR requirements and request a test of your checks prior to printing your stock. 

What is MICR?

Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) is the line of numbers (ten numeric and four special symbols) on a document that relates a

transaction to a specific customer's account. Encoded checks are processed through a sorter, which reads the E-13B printed characters

magnetically in order to sort the checks and provide pertinent information to the respective posting application.

MICR Check Requirements

· Print with MICR ink/toner on recommended MICR-BOND paper of at least 24 lb. weight 

· Use special type font, E-13B, Common Machine Language, consisting of ten numeric and four special symbols, no alpha letters. The characters must be printed exactly on the ¼ - inch strip centered within the 5/8-inch clear band, leaving a 3/16-inch border top and bottom.  

· Validate alignment of MICR characters and numbers with a MICR gauge.

· Ensure all stock is kept secure and do not order more than a one-year supply of checks or deposit tickets.

· Deposit tickets must be designed so that lines and descriptive words do not interfere with the reading of dollar amounts.

Common Reasons Checks Reject

· Checks are printed without MICR ink

· Signature or address interferes with Clear-band area (the horizontal band, 0.625 inch high from the bottom, on the front of a check)

· Incorrect routing number

· Alignment problems (characters not aligned correctly in MICR line)

· Incorrect account number

· Poor ink/toner quality or re-cycled toner

· Missing symbols

· Design issues such as: heavy borders, perforations, enlarged logos, or void pantographs
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Contact a MICR Quality Analyst toll free at 877.405.0906 to answer questions and to test your checks each time you print check stock.  Ongoing MICR quality errors could result in posting delays, posting issues and could result in penalty charges.

Syracuse, NY – Controlled Disbursement
	Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) Document Printing Specification
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	20 Preproduction Samples are required on all orders and reorders

ALL SAMPLES MUST BE BURST, VOIDED & SENT TO:

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.

Check Processing Document Standards

4 Chase Metrotech Center / 5th Floor

Brooklyn, NY 11245
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	Position “44” reserved for EPC
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DOCUMENT WIDTH 7.25" Minimum to 8.750" Maximum

Critical Components of the MICR Line.  Specifications for MICR Encoded / Image Compatible Checks + Deposits.  These instructions do not support electronic payment transactions (e.g. ACH)

All checks must comply with the American National Standards for financial institutions as described below.  This is a layout guide and not drawn to scale

	1.  Drawee Bank Name  – JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Syracuse, NY
	5.
Account Number - (positions 19 through 31) must be right justified

	
	
leaving unused positions blank.  

	2.  Fractional Routing Number – 50-937/213 must appear in the upper right hand corner of the
	6.
Amount - (positions 1 through 12) leave blank, the dollar amount will be

	     check, formatted as indicated.
	encoded when your check is processed.

	3.
Auxiliary On-Us – (positions 46 through 55) your check serial number should be right justified with the last digit of the serial number positioned in box 46. If you are using less than 10 digits, move the MICR symbol from box 56 to the next available box closest to your check serial number or leave the MICR symbol in box 56 and zero-fill. Your check serial number printed in the upper right hand corner of your check should exactly match the check serial number in the MICR line. This means no alpha characters, spaces or dashes (such as prefixes) and no differences in font size or color.  Customer is required to use the ‘auxiliary On-Us’ field in the MICR line to avoid having its checks converted to ACH transactions.

	7.
Print Band (also called the MICR encoding strip) - the 0.250 inch

	
	high band within which the MICR characters are located.

	
	8.    Clear-band - horizontal band, 0.625 inch high, from the

	
	bottom of the check that must be free of any ink other than the MICR.

	
	Make sure the signature line does not overlap this area.

	
	9.            Shaded Positions - these are to be left blank.

	4.  Bank Routing Number - (positions 34 through 42) 021309379.  

Contact your JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. representative if you are printing checks other than your Syracuse, NY Controlled Disbursement Account.
	10.   [image: image7.bmp] - represents start read of Account Field and start and stop read for Auxiliary On - Us

	
	11.  [image: image8.bmp]  - represents start and stop read for Routing/Transit Number Field.

	The Routing Number shown in the MICR line is only for checks.  If you are initiating an ACH or Fed Wire transaction on your Syracuse Disbursement Account call 1-877-405-0906.
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	Date


	Image Printing Recommendations
	JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.


Why Print Image Friendly Documents?

Check Clearing for the 21st Century Act, or Check 21, is new federal legislation that became effective on Oct. 28, 2004. Check 21 creates the ability to use a “substitute check” which is the legal equivalent of the original check. This allows for a check to be converted to an electronic image and then reconverted into a substitute check (e.g., a type of reprint of the image that is also known as Image Replacement Documents or “IRD”). A substitute check and an original check are legally equivalent; substitute checks may be cleared in accordance with state law and federal regulations and must be accepted by the paying financial institution the same way as an original check.

Image Printing Requirements

Document background colors and/or designs should be light enough so that they do not adversely affect storage requirements or the reproduction legibility of required data elements (Payee, Amount, Date, and Signature).  Pastel, image compatible PCMS colors should be used.   Document image size should not be greater than 64kbs.  This size limit will facilitate image storage requirements.
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