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School Education Case Study Template

Category: Classroom

Title: Water Conservation Calendar
Summary paragraph: San Juan wholesale and retail water suppliers collaborate yearly with local schools in a water conservation art contest. Winning entries and conservation messages are published as a calendar that reaches thousands of local families.
Body: For over 15 years, the San Juan Water District has collaborated with three of its retail water suppliers and local elementary schools to promote an annual water conservation art contest. Each year the water suppliers choose a theme for the children to illustrate such as “what water conservation means to me.” They promote the contest to the schools and, at the same time, can present additional water conservation topics.  

Each water supplier chooses three winners from the schools in its service area, and each winning illustration is made into calendar page, accompanied by a photo of the artist and a different water conservation message for each month. One drawing is selected as grand prize winner and is featured on the calendar cover. The water suppliers provide incentives to students such as savings bonds and awards ceremonies. And all participants receive a tee-shirt for doing their part to promote water conservation. 
The water suppliers distribute the calendars to all participating classrooms and the contest winners, as well as to the public through various events. Though this program is labor intensive, it reinforces water conservation each month of the year for thousands of families. The program also is well received by teachers and school district staff. It promotes students’ pride in their accomplishments while reinforcing wise water habits.   

Contact: 
Name: Rex Meurer, Citrus Heights Water District
Phone: (916) 725-6873 xt127
Email: rmeurer@chwd.org
Website: http://www.sjwd.org/SchoolOutreach.html
Photos of the recent calendar are available online.
